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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE materials upon which the 

following Pamphlet is formed, 
were derived from the beft and moft 
inconteftible authorities. The Author 
had accefs to original papers, accurate 
eftimates, and authentic difpatches. He 
has alfo availed himfelf of the records of 
both Houfes of Parliament ; and he has 
made it his bufinefs te examine, with 
attention, fuch printed tracts as might 
contribute to throw any light on the 
fubje@. Upon the whole, more labour 
and time have been employed on this 
fhort difquifition, than are generally 
 beftowed upon fugitive Publications of 
the fame kind. The defign of the 
Writer has been to extricate the conteft 
| now fubfifting between Great-Britain 
and her Colonies, from the errors of the 
ignorant, and the mifreprefentations of 
defigning men. As he has rigidly ad- 
hered to truth throughout, and to fuch 
arguments as naturally arife from un- 
doubted facts, he hopes he has attain- 
ed his objet. 
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HEN Independent States take up 
arms, they endeavour to imprels 
the World with a favourable opi- 
nion of their own caufe, and to lay the blame 
of holtilities on the injuftice of their Oppo- 
nents, But if Nations, accountable to none 
for their conduct, deem it neceflary to recon~ 
cile others to their proceedings, the neceflity 
‘5 ftill more urgent with regard to thofe 
who, breaking through every political duty, 
draw their fwords againft the State of which 
they own themifelves the Subjects. The opt- 
nions of mankind are invariably oppofed to 
-fach men. Their affertions are heard with 
diftroft, their arguments weighed with cau- 
tion; and, therefore, it is as neceflary for 
B THEM 
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THEM to adhere to truth, in the former, as it 
is prudent to avoid fophiftry in the latter. 
This confideration, however obvious it may 
appear to others, feems to have totally ef- 
caped the attention of the body of men who 
lately fat at Philadelphia under the name of 
** The General American Congrefs.” In a 
paper publifhed under the title of «© A Dz. 
"’ CLARATION by the Reprefentatives of the 
“* United Colonies of North America” “=. 
the facts are cither wilfully or ignorantly mif- 
reprefented ; and the arguments deduced 
from premifes that have no foundation in 
truth. But, as whatever falls from men who 
call themfelves the Reprefentatives of a Peo. 
ple, mutt fall with fome degree of wéight on. 


the minds of the undifcerning part of mane 


kind; it becomes, in fome mealure, neceffar 
tO examine briefly the reafons held forth by 
the Congrefs to ju ify the rebellion of their 
Conftituents. On a fubje& fo trite, argu- 
ments advanced by other Writers may fome- 
times recur; but novelty is lefs the objeét 
of this ‘part of ‘the diquifition, than perfpi- 
culty and pre¢ifion, I, 

“he Declaration of the Congrefs begins 

“) ab Vavelved period, which either con- 
reanune,! ora meaning not founded - 

UTES Of rdafon F hey feem to 

“nO body of'men, in any Em. 

erCHe: “an unbounded authority 
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Vide A ppendix, 
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“¢ over others; an opinion contrary [0 fast 
under’ every “form! of Government. No 


i 


maxim in policy is more univerfally admitted, 
than that 4 {upreme and uncontroulabic 
ower muft exilt fomewhere in every State. 
This ultimate powe!s though juftly dreaded 
and reprovated in the perfon of ONE MAN, 
«s the frit {pring in_every Political Society. 
The great difference, between the degrees 
of freedom in various Governments, confifts 
merely in the manne? of placing this ne- 
ceflary difcretionary power. In the Britifh 
Empire it is vested, where it 1s moft fafe, 
in King, Lords, wad Commons, uncer the 
colleétive appellation of the Legiflature. 
The Legifiature is another name for the 
Conftitution of the State 5 and, in fact, the 
State itfelf. “Vhe Americans ftill own them- 
felves the fulojects of the State 5 but if they 
refufe obedience tO the laws of the Leail- 
lature, they play upon words, and are no 
longer Subjects, but: Rebels.» In vain have 
they affirmed that they are the Subjedts of 
the King’s prerogative, and not his Subjects 
in his legiflative quality s 4s the King, with 
regard to his Subjects in general, 18 t0 be 
‘confidered only in his executive capacity as 
the great hereditary Magiitrate, who carries 
into effect the laws of the Legiflature, the 
only difcretionary and uncontroulable powet 
Sofa free State: oT. 
The difcretionary and uncontroulable au- 
thority of the Brith Legiflature being 
a8 Se granted, 


Stanted, their right to tax all the Subjeés of 
the Britift Empire can never be denied. 


lately flarted an Obfolete Maxim, which has 
been leized with avidity by the Americans, 
hat “ the Supreme Power Cannot take 
“* from any one any part of his Property 
‘* without his Confent;” or in Other words, 
“hat: Reprefentation is infeparable from 
axation. The Colonitts, fay they, have no 


Jpon this Principle, fcarce one in twenty- 
five of the people of Great-Bricain jg repre- 


right with them to difpute the authority of 
the Legiflature fo fubje@. them to taxes,_ 
€ truth is, Reprefentation never accom- 


Panied Taxation in any State. The Romans 


Taxes: but the Commons, by their own ay. 
thority, cannot enforce the railing the {up- 
plies they vote, That Privilege js inherent 


~ 


in the lupreme and “unaccountable Power 
a vetted 


Be) 
vefted in the three branches of the Legif- 
ature united; who are in fact the State, as 
the virtual Reprefentatives of the whole 
Empire, and not the delegates of individuals. 
Why it has been fo generally received as 
a maxim, in this country, That Taxa- 
tion and Reprefentation are infeparable, re- 
quires to be explained. Men little ac- 
-quainted with the Conftitution, derived the 
opinion from their Ending, that it is the 
indifputable right of the Commons, that 
all grants of fubfidies and parliamentary 
aids fhould originate in their Houle. But 
though they firit beftow thofe fubfidies and 
aids, their grants, as has been already ob- 
ferved, have no effect without the affent 
of the other two branches of the Legiflature. 
The common reafon given for this exclufive 
privilege is, That as the fupplies are railed 
upon the body of the people, the people on- 
ly ought to have the right of taxing them- 
felyes. This argument would have been con- 


clufive, if the Commons taxed none but thofe 


by whofe fuffrages they obtained their feats 
in Parliament. But it has appeared, that 
more than {even millions of people, befides 


the Peers, who are in poffeffion of fo large 
a fhare of property in the kingdom, have 
no voice in the election of the Members who 


fit in the Lower Houfe. The Commons, 
therefore, and their Conftituents not being 


the only perions taxed, the former cannot pol- 
Bs libly, 


\ 
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fibly have the only right of railing and mo- 


delling the fupply, from the mere circum- 


ilance of Repretfentation, But if they have 


if not from Reprefentation, they muft in 
fact derive it from the fupreme and difcre- 
tionary power, which is repofed in. them, 
in conjunétion with the two other branches 


difcretionary Power which is placed in the 


hands _ of the Legiflature, and exerted b 


them for the heceliary fupport of the State, 
© this power the whole Empire mutt fab-- 


mit, and confequently NO one of its fyb. 
jects can claim any exemption. 
he Counties Palatine of Chefter, Dur. 


ham, and Lancafter, were anciently in the 


fame predicament with the Americans, on 


the article of Laxation. The Earl of Chef- 


erected firft into an Earldom, and then intoa 


Dukedom, in the Perlon-of Henry Planta. 
genet, whofe heirels carried the fame rights 


and privileges to John of Gant, that King’s 


fourth fon, and his. pofterity, But though 


the susorDinareE SOVEREIGNS of thefe Coun- 
ties could pardon treafons, murders and felo- 
| Nes 5 
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nies; though they appointed all Judges, no- 


minated all Juftices of the Peace, and, in 


fhort, poffeffed exclufively the whole internal 
Government of their feveral Counties ; their 
supyecTs (if the expreffion may be ufed) 
were “always bound by the Acts and Sta- 
“* tutes” * of an Affembly, in which they 
had no Reprefentatives. They were alfo 
‘* liable to all payments, rates, and fub- 
“ fidies, granted by the Parliament of Eng- 
«© Jand” +. 

Thofe Counties (it muft be confeffed),, 
like the Americans, confidered their being 
excluded from having Reprefentatives in an 
Affembly by which they were taxed, a 
grievance. Accordingly, the Town and’ 
County of Chefter, as far back as the 
thirty-ffth of Henry VIII. petitioned the 
Legiflature for the privilege of fending 
Members to Parliament; and their requett 


was granted by an exprefs Statute #4 Phe* 


County and City of Durham made a fimilar 
application, and with the fame fuccefs, in 


the twenty-fifth of Charles Ii §. Had the 


Americans, inftead of flying to arms, fub- 


mitted the fame fuppofed grievance, in a: 


* Statutes ‘at Large, 34. and 35 of Henry VAIT.. 


CesT 
+ Ibid, 25 of Charles Il. c..9. 
t 34 and 35 of Henry VIII. c, 13. 
§ 25 of Charles Il..c. 9, 


peaceable 


sel 
peaceable and dutiful manner, to the Les 
giflature, I can perceive no reafon why their 
requeft fhould be refufed. Had they, like 
the County and City of Chefter, reprefented, 
that “for lack of Knights and Burgeffes to 
" Teprelent them in the High Court of Par- 
** liament, they had been oftentimes TOUCHED 
“and GRigvED with A@s and Statutes made 
“ within the faid Court, derogatory to their 
““ moft ancient jurifdictions, liberties and pri- 
“* vileges, and prejudicial to their quietnefs, 


“* reft and peace ;” thig Country would, I am 


perfuaded, have no objection to their being, 
reprefented in her Parliament, 

But the Colonies, though that circum. 
flance is only infinuated in the Declaration, 
have uniformly affirmed, that granting the 
fupremacy of Parliament fthould extend 
over the whole Empire, yet that they 
themfelves have a right.to an exemption 
from Taxes, either by the concefions of 
the Legiflature, or by charters from the 


King. It feems incompatible with reafon.. 
S Pp > 


fay they, that the Colonies thould have in- 


ternal Legiflatures of their own, pofiefling 
the authority of taxation, and that, notwith~- 


ftanding, the Britifh Parliament fhould re= 
tain its power of laying impofts.. The firtt 


of thefe affertions is not founded in truth,?. . 


Lhe Charters give no exemption from ‘Tax- 
ation: on the contrary, fome of them, for 
inftance the Charter of Pennfylvania, exprefs- 
| ly 
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ly fubjeéts the inhabitants of that Province 
to the payment of “ fuch taxes as were 
‘© then (in 1680) laid, or fhould thereafter 
“ be laid-on America, by the Parliament 
‘© of England.” But had the Charters men- 
tioned an exemption, the Legulature, by 
virtue of its fupreme, univerial, and dif- 
cretionary power, can recal any rights they 
have conferred; when the good of the State 
renders that meafure neceflary. Though 
the King may give away by Charter a right 
that militates againft himfelf, as hereaitary 
Chief Magiftrate, he cannot authorize,. by 
any deed whatever, an exemption from the 
general laws of the State. In fuch acafe OnE 
of the THREE branches of the Legiflature 
would ufurp the power of the THRE& UNIT- 
ED; a folecifm as great in polity, as it isin 
mathematicks to affirm, that a part is greater 
than the whole. | 
It may be neceffary, perhaps, to make an 
apology for entering fo minutely into the ar- 
gument in favour of the right of Taxation. 
The Americans themfelves have deferted that 
ground, They fpeak no longer as fubjects, 
They affume the language of rivals, and. 
they act as enemies. ‘Ihe queftion between 
then and Great-Britain (for it is no longer 
between them and Government) confifts of 
dependence or independence, connection or 
no conneétion, except on the footing of a 
Sovereign. State. They have already arro- 
! gated 
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eter ay 
gated to themfelves all the functions of Sove- 
reignty. They have formed. a ‘great delibe- 
rative Council, They have taken the whole 
executive power into their own hands. They 
have ftruck a new currency, raifed armies, 
appointed generals; and that they have not 
chofen anoruer SOVEREIGN, mutt be afcribs« 
ed more to their Republican principles, than 
fo any remains of loyalty for their lawful 
Prince. hata 

In this fituation of affairs and Opinions, it 
is matter of little furprize, that men who 
deny thefauthority of the State, fhould load 
the Legiflature with opprobrious epithets. 
The Congrefs accordingly ftigmatize Parli- 
ament with various charges of tyranny, 


violence, and oppreffion, Paling from this 


ftrain of general fcurrility, they enter into 
warm encomiums on the anceftors of their 
Conftituents. But they now deviate as much 
from truth in their applaufe, as they had 
done before in their cenfure. They affirm, 
that the anceftors of the Colonifts obtained 
the lands which they have tranfmitted to the 
prefent race, «* without any charge to the 
* country from which they removed.” Their 
very enemies could not with to meet them 
on more advantageous ground. ‘The fums 
expended upon the various Provinces, fince 
their firft eftablithment, for their ordinary 


{upport, government, and protection, have 
been fo enormous, that without the autho- , 


rity 
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rity of inconteftible vouchers, they could 
fcarcely obtain credit *. 

But, even granting that the Colonifts had 
obtained their lands without any charge to 
the Mother-country, were they capable of 
keeping thofe lands without her affiftance? 
Was it not to defend the Americans, that 
Great-Britain involved herfelf in the lait ex- 
-penfive war ? Did not thofe very ‘* United 
** Provinces,” who now pretend to fet the 
power of this Kingdom at defiance, lay 
themfelves in the duit at her feet, to claim 
her aid and protection againft a sincie Co- 
Jony? Did they not complain in the fame 
abject terms with the Britons of old, “* That 


* An Account of what Sums have been granted to the 
different Provinces in North America, as far as it 
appears from the Eftimates for the fupport of the Civil 
Government of each Province; and alfo what Sums 
have been granted for the Support of the Provincial 
Forces in North America, 

£. hate 


New York Forces - = "330,055 16.8 
Carolina in general - 43,024 9g 102 


Georgia fettling, and fecuring that ? ts 
Province a - ; gi piess sit 
Military Expence of ditto 130,066 18 4 
South Carolina Forces ~ - 101,524 5 6 
Nova Scotia Civil Government - 1,358,240 17. 6 


Fait Florida Civil Government - 59,300 0 o 
_Wett Florida Civil Government - 64,324 13 6 
America in general forces + - 172,999 0 Oo 
Rewards and compenfations - 1,316,511 1 5 


3,835,900 7 45 
** the 
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«the Barbarians drove them into the fea, 
¢> and that the fea drove them back on the 
“ Barbarians?” Did not Great-Britain, like 
a Guardian Angel, ftretch forth her hand to 
their aid; and, by expelling their enemies 
from the Continent of America, refcue them, 
not only from danger, but the very fear of 
daneer? Did the not, over and above the 
many millions fhe expended upon the fleets 
and armies employed in defence of the Co- 
lonies, advance more than One MILtion to 
pay THEIR own native forces, employed in 


“THEIR Own Caufe +? 


Did not the Mother-country, with more: 
than a mother’s fondnefs,. upon all occafions © 
nourifh, cherith, and fupport this prodigal 
child, that left-the houfe of his parent, ‘* to 
* feed on hufks with the fwine of the de- 
“fart?” Has fhe not (to fum up the whole 
in one point of view) uniformly protected 


+ GRANTS iz PARLIAMENT for Rewards, Encouz 
ragement, and Indemnification to the Provinces in North _ 
America for their Services and Expences during the - 
baft War. + 


3 Febr. Asa free Gift and Reward 

4756. to the Colonies of New- 

England, New-York, and 

Jerfey, fortheir paft fervices, 

and as an encouragement to 

them to continue to exert Ta 
themielves with vigour, &c. 115,000 == = 

; _ Date 
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the Colonies in war, encourage 


d their pro- 


| duce 
Date of Votes. ‘fi Ss ne 
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19 May, For the ufe and relief of the 
1757. Provinces of North and South 
; Carolina and Virginia, in re- 
| - compence for fervices per- 
formed and to be performed 
with the approbation of the 
| Commander in Chief “in 


i; a America, - - - °* 


1 June, To reimburfe-the Province of 
1758. Maffachufet’s Bay their ex- 
pences in furnifhing provi- 
fions and ftores tothe troops 
raifed by them in 1756, 
£.275380 19 11¢ 
To reim- 
"3 ‘burfe the ~ . 
Province 
of Con- 


nesticut 


l 
! 


their ex- 
pences 3 
Mreeae, £.b9,730 172% 7 
30 Apr. As a compenfation to the re- 
1759. {pective Colonies in North 
= América for the expence of le- 
‘ troops raifed by them, &c. 
31 Mar. Ditto, - - - 
r760, BT. 
To the Colony of New York to 
-, © yeimburfe their expences in 
furnifhing provifions and 
flores to the troops raifed 
by them in 1750 - - 


vying,cloathing and pay of the 


50,000 — « 


41,117 17 Of 


200,000 — ss 
2UG,00G me no 


duce with boanties 
tered into all their 
bours, made their 


Date of Votes, 


Brought over, 


14 
in time of peace pene 


quarrels with their neigh- 
enemies her own; and, 


abe 5. a. 
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20Jan. Asa Compenfation to the re- | 
1761. {pe&ive Colonies in North 
America, for the expence of le. 
vying, cloathing, and pay of 


the troops raifed by them, &c, 


26 Jan. Ditto, - 
1762. 
15 Mar. Ditto, 
1763. 


200,C00 — ~ 
- >. © 0369853 1608 


ee hs 133,333 68 


22 Apr. To reimburfethe Province of 


1770. New Hampfhire the 
ces in furnifhin 


and ito 


in 1756 . 


t An Account 


Bounty on Indico from 1749 to1773 ture 


paid by Great Britain © 


Bounty on Hemp and Flax paid un- 


ir expen- 


& provifions 
res to the trcops raifed 
by them for the Cam 


paign 
- 6,009 13 3 


1,081,771 #1 SS 


of Bounties on American Commodities, 


fs te 


145,022 3 43 


der the A& of 4 Geo, IIT, ch. 26, 


from 1766 to 1772 


Bounty on Importation of Naval 


: 5,560 8 73 


Stores from America, purfuant to 


the AG of the 3d of Queen 


from 1706 to 172 


Under the A& of 2d Geo. II 


1729 t0 1774 . - - 
Befides other Bo 
Raw Silk 
Pipe Staves 
Hogthead Staves 
Barrel Staves 


Pipe, Hogthead, or Barrel-Heading, 


Anne, 


~ 43178 gh 56 
. from 


1,023,584 7 3 


Niles granted on 


for 
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for their fake, has fhe not, in fome degree, 
fubjected herfelf to an annual tribute to In- 
dian favages, in whom habitual injuries had 
raifed an irreconcileable hatred to their oppref- 
tors? Did the not, too fatally, relinquifh 
ereat advantages on every other fide of a 
faccefsful war, to eradicate the very feeds 
of future contefts in America 5 and, by giv- 
ing the Colonies unlimited fecurity from 
‘Aproap, procure for them that profperity 
at Home, which has encouraged them, like 
parricides, to raife the dagger againft her 
own breaft? 

The Congrefs, in the next paragraph of 
their Declaration, affeét to reprobate the laft 
Peace, though they have derived fo many 
and fo great advantages from that treaty. 
Fhe conduct of the Americans ought alfo to 
induce this Kingdom to regret the ftipula- 
tions fhe made for their fecurity. Alad 
Canada remained in the hands of the French, 
the Colonies would have remained dutiful 
fubjeéts. Their fears for themfelves, in that 
cafe, would have fupplied the place of their 


pretended affection for this Nation. They 


would have fpoken more fparingly of their 
own refources, as they might daily ftand in 
need of our aid. “Their former incapacity 
of defending themfelves would have always 
recurred to their minds, as long as the objects 
of their former terror fhould continue fo 
near their borders. But their habitual fears 
from France were, it feems, remaved only to 

© 2 give 
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Sive room to their ingratitude. to Great-1 
Mt } Britain, 
eh A MADE cHrontery with which the Conerefs 
Pa . _ Teptobate the late Pea 


ace, is {carcely equal to — 
i their folly in applauding the Minifter who 
j, had carried on the war. With peculiar 
inconfiftency they affect to commence an wera 
a | ef <* Public Ruin,” from Mr. Pitt’s refigna- 
a tion in 1761, yet the whole « abject of their 


Miwithes’? isto Be placed on the fame footin 
i 


| as in the year 1703. They do not recollect, 

a Or rather they Pretend to forget, that the 

| moft {plendid actions in the war, happened 

; | : after Mr. Pitt retired from his office, They 

ay : are ignorant, or defignedly conceal, that 

i the commerce of this kinedom has amaz. 

j i ingly encreated, and, in confequence, its re. 

al venue, fince the era from which they date 

Ba | |, public ruin. They know, or they ought, 
a from their own experience, 


to know, thar 

natwithitanding their fhutting ‘their pc sts 

agvaintt our Manufactures, permanent and 

Profitable fources of commerce have been, 

opened in other quarters , that inftead of. «9 
being diftrefed by their prefent interruption | 

to trade, our Merchants find themfe 


per cents, 


Britain; and that, as the ultimate and in- a 
_Vincible proof of the public Profperity, the - 
; confidence 


| lee ees TT, 
confidence of the people in the meafures of 
Government, and their contempt for the 
rebellious efforts of the refractory Colo- 
nies, the national Stocks fuffer neither fluc- 
tuation nor fall in the price. 

Having reprefented the pretended ruin 
brought upon the Britith Empire by the 
late Peace, the Congrefs defcend to the ficti- 
tious grievances of America fince the fame 
period. They affirm, that ‘*¢ the Colonies 
« were judged to be in fuch a ftate, as to 
“* prefent victories without bloodfhed, and 
«s all the eafy emoluments of ftatutable 
© plunder.” . This figure of rhetoric, if it 
has any meaning, conveys one contrary to 
the truth. The Colonifts having obtained 
fuch amazing advantages by a Peace, which 
they now reprobate, it was deemed juft and 
proper by Mr. Grenville, then at the head 
of the Treafury, that they fhould bear a pro- 
portionabie fhare of the national burdens in- 
curred by the war. But as their prior ina- 
bility to bear internal Taxes had precluded 


him from having a precedent, he only threw 


out, as it 1s vulgarly expreffed, in the begin- 
ning of the year 1764, his intentions of railing. 
a revenue in America by a Stamp-Duty,. 
Gmilar to that eftablifhed in Great- Britain ;. 
referring the confideration of the whole affair 
to the next Seffion. His object was, to give 
time to the Colonies to propofe fome other 
mode of Taxation, fhould that fuggefted to 
Parliament appear either improper or burden 

Bes Fu 4, 3 fome- 


ry meafure of Go In their eager- 
nels to diforace the Minifter 

quently obftru@ th 
interefts of their 
Ipeculatiy int j with arguments, 
that may impofe on the j n 

Courage the “Oppofition in 
Parliament, in fhort 


_to fuppore it 
delves, very unexpectedly * 
* Lord Rockin 


1ntO office July 
& thrown the 
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During the whole of ¢] | 
1764, though fome difcontented {piri 
mured, 


fome. 


F of the Britith Em. 
Pire. The time allowed 
nifhed them with 


NO. expedient for raifin 
@ tax more fuitable to the purpofe of a Re- 
Pees (which, by the bye, 


was to have been 
pent among themfelves) , and 


in the beginning of the year 1765, the fa- 
mous Stamp-Aét was pafled, againft a very 
inconfiderable Minorj 


ty, in-beth Houfes of 
Parliament, . 


€ fervice, and defeat the 
ountry, Every fide of a 


Sorant, and en- 
fanguine. The 


- Prejudices of the. 
mericans, with regard to the Stamp-AG, 


with vicour, when they them. 


> Came into Office, 


gham and others in Oppofition came 
10, 176c, Grenvill i 


€ and his party hav. 
mielves out of 


a few 


Place on the Regency a 7 
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a few months after it had paffed into Law. 
Though their view of the object changed with 
their elevation, they found that the flame 
which their own factious fpeeches, in the pre- 
ceding Seffion, had raifed in America, was 
too vehement to be extinguifhed without ei- 
ther force or conceffions. A natural timidity 
of difpofition, joined to the common want 
of firmnefs which accompanies novelty in 
Office, rendered them inclinable to purchate 
prefent quiet for themfelves, at the expence 
of the future advantage of their Country. 
But ftill they wavered on the point of irrelo- 
lution, till Mr. Pitt’s oratory weighed down 
the fcale. The Stamp-Act was repealed. ; 
and from that moment may be dated ‘‘ the 
“ commencement of ” what the Americans 
call ‘an AEra of Public Ruin.” 

Great Britain and her Colonies derive their 
prefent difpute, and its confequent misfor- 
tunes, from the parriotism of the motley. 
Junto who formed the appearance of an Ad- 
miniftration, in the end of 1765 and begin- 
ning of 1766. Virginia had the merit of 
taking the lead in the difturbances in Ame- 
rica, which fucceeded the paffing of thestamp- 
Ac. It was in the Affembly of that Fro-) 
vince, that the firft Refolutions were voted 
againft the authority of Parliament, in the 
firft Seffion, after intelligence of the Act was 
received. Though the mecting was very 
thin, the Refolutions pafled only by a majo- 
rity of Two vores; and they would have 

pecn 


- 


ved, in 
that the Marquis of Rock 
Camden, General Conwa 


the ** illuftrioys Band” who had Oppofed. 
the Stamp-A@ jn Parliament, were, by a 
itrange revolution iN politics, received into. 


avour, and raifed to Office; and that Mr, 
“Pitt, then at variance with his wits 


fe { FAVOURITE 
MEASURE, the Stam =7ect, ee Virginians, 


erlving oreat hopes from this change, ad.. 
hered to their Refolutions, and nothing fur. 
ther was done in the matter, 

To enter minutely into the Various mo-. 
tives of Mr. Pitt’s ‘atory, for the tota] and 
abfolute repeal of the Stamp 


to defert a oreat and Public fubje& for the 
fake of tracing the private 


Argument, if what he advanc 
name, he fell in with the Vulgar and, it may 
be faid, falfe maxim, That no Profit ought 

. — " 
to be expecied from the Colonies, but Thar 
relulting from their Commerce, Thi ODI- 
nion of Me, Pitt, whether jit Proceeded from 


JOnorance 


ake Nee » 
Bepinseh tate 


Mealy pak 


| jonorance or defign (and it probably pro- 4 
ceeded from both), has formed a popular \ 2 
error in former times, as well as in the pre- 
fent age, Many, who have pretended to un- 
- derftand perfetly the affairs of this Kingdom, 
~ moft firmly, but in my opinion very weakly, 
| believed, that the great fecret of our political 
intereft confifted in forcing, in a manner, a 
monopoly of foreign commerce. It was 
_ from this perfuafion, that the popular Ora- 
tor ufed, upon the occafion jult mentioned, a 
figure of rhetoric at once foolith and abfurd, 
when he affirmed, that the Colonitts fhould | 
be prohibited ‘ from manufacturing even the 
“ hob-nail of a horfe-fhoe !”» One might be 
tempted to afk the Orator, how this prohibi- 
tory mandate could be enforced ; or if it ! 
could, whether it is lefs arbitrary, than to f 
demand an internal tax from the ‘Americans, 
for the fupport of their own government, 


bE kar 2) | 
\ 
| 


‘sh 
. aN 
and even for the general fupport of the State,, ‘| 
and as a fuitable return for the protection Wi 
° . , : VR : 
which they have ever derived from the Go- 1) 


-vernment of this kingdom ¢ : pe 
The Congrefs had furely forgot this. ftrange 
rhetorical figure of the great Orator, when 

they were tempted to date PUBLIC RUIN, 

from his refignation in 1761. ‘They have 

alfo forgot, or they do not chule to re- 

member, that he acquiefced in the DECLA- 

RATORY BILL, brought in and pafled by the 

Marquis of Rockingham’s Party, who were 

in office, in the beginning of the year 1766. 

‘y ii his 
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This Bil] exprefly declares, « that all his Mae 


* gekly'syColonies and Plantations in America 
‘* have been, are, and of right Ought to be, 


“thority to make laws and ftatutes of fuffi- 
“* cient validity to bind the Colonies and Peo- 
LADIChOF America, fubjeéts of the Crown of 
Great Britain, IN ALL CASES WHATSOEVER.” 


hftency, objected to the words % ry ary 
CASES WHATSOEVER.» But hi Oppolition | 
was fo languid, that he did not attend the 

Floufe when the Bill was pafied ; and only 


** The Declaratory Ac,” as the American 
Ongrefs affirms, “comprehends all the eriey. 
ances of which « they complain.” Yet that | 
very Conerefg, with pecuhar effrontery, not | 
Only approve, bur even praife the conduét of 
the very Party by whom the Bill was intro- 


duced, and the Man, by whof 


| 


ican | 


Party into their interelt, they themfelves are 


made the tools of that Party ; and, like the 
figure of the Negro, near Temple-bar, are 


turned round by the machine, which they 


pretend to move. 
The Congrefs, in a ftrain of eloquent adu- 
lation, fpeaks with raptures of “ that illuf- 


“ trious Band of diftinguifhed Peers and 


«© Commoners,” who now declaim, argue, 


and proteft, in favour of their own Rebellion. 


It has appeared that the Act of which they 
moft complain, was the manufacture of that 
very ‘ illuftrious Band,” encouraged by the 
negative oppofition made by the Earl of 
Chatham, whofe advice the Band followed, 
as it foon after appeared, to their own poli- 
tical deftruction. Befides, was it not under 
the Adminiftration of the Earl of Chatham, 
im the years 1767 and 1768, though the 
Americans date their misfortunes from the 
refignation of Mr, Pitt in October r761, that 
the Bills impofing internal duties, and con- 
fequently eltablifhing internal Taxation in 
America, were pafled into laws*? Did not 
the prefent Adminiftration, whofe. meafures 
the Congrefs affect to reprobate throughout, 
repeal all thofe Acts, except the dutyon Tea, 


to gratify the prejudices of the Americans, 


and, if pofible, to re-eftablifh tranquility in 
all-the Provinces? With what colour of 
reafon, therefore, can the Americans lay the 


| * > Geo. HI, Ch. 46. 
+ 10 Geo, Ill. 


blame 


a 


s and yet approve of the condué of 
thofe very ‘perfons who Pafled the Declara.. | 
tory Act, and followed it with Bills of im- 
pofts raifed in the Colonies ? 


In reprobating the Declaratory AGH 3 
Congrefs recur to their ufual Maxim, That 
Laxation and Reprefentation are ; ! 


Cnty-four in 
twenty-five of the inhabitay 


, 1s of Great-Brj- 
tain ; though it has been p 


rovinces, not reprefented, had b - 
veral ages fubjected to Impotts Jaid by the 
Legiflature though it fhall, hereafter, appear: 
that they themfelves -haye b 
taxed by the Britith Parl 
ment they hold forth as ; 
Upon it their prefent refittan 


ve, 
merican revenue, if not di 


“ the oftenfible Purpofes for 
“* railed, . wil] actually. Jj 
“burdens, in proportion 
SJouns, Yap But wis Var no 


that an 
verted from 
which it js ae 
ghten their Own! WE 
aS they increafe 
C equitable, js it not. 
all the fubjeés 
aS equally as 
pofible, 


juft, is it not heceflary, that 
of the empire fhould bear, 


| Lae), 
poffible, the public burdens of the empire ? 
Why (hould the Americans, who: have fo 
Jargely, fo uniformly, and fo effectually ex- 
_perienced’ the protection of Government, be 
the only perfons exempted from paying their 
{hare of its expences? Is it either reafon- 
able or fuitable to the common ufage of Na- 
tions, that thofe who defert their country 
fhould enjoy greater privileges than thote 
that remain? The Americans having been 
fpared during the infancy of their Colomies 
on account of their poverty, endeavour to 
eftablith into an inherent right what was actu- 
ally an indulgence. tehdae 
Though this indulgence has been a fource 

of error to the more ignorant part of the 
Americans, there are’ furely many among 
_ them who know, that Parliament hath been 
uniformly accuftomed to extend its fupre- 
macy over all the Colonies. In matters of 
revenue, incommerce, in civil, in all judicial 
regulations 5 and, in fhort, with regard to the 
general conftitution of their government, the 
Provinces of North- America, till taught other- 
wife by a difappointed Faction in this King 
dom, allowed, that the whole fabrick of 
their polity might be new-modelled and re- 
formed by the fuperintending power of Par- 
liament. Infact, it has been fo new-modelled 
and reformed, whenever abufes in the Adm+- 
‘niftration of their Government, under their 
civil polity, or the ceneral intereft of the 
Britihh Empire, made it neceflary for Par- 

bagi 1D hament 
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diament to interpofe its 


tutes, from the Reftoration down to the pre. 
fent reign; yet the Americans falfely inf- 
nuate, that it was-in the preient reign the 
exercife of the authority of Parliament (ex- 
cept only in the Tegulation of trade) frit 
commenced, : 

A brief recital of fome of thofe inftan- 
CES. may .throw-dight won: 3 jubject, render- 
ed obfcure and Perplexed by the prejudices 
of the ignorant, and the arts of defigning 
soci. | FO gain (the wearer the Populace, 
by awakening their ancient jealoufies, the 
Americans affe@ to afcribe the prefent fyftem 
of meafures to Principles of Toryifm, 
which, they Pretend, prevail in our Councils. 
But, unfortunately for this Part of their plan 
of deception, it will appear, that moft of the 
Acts which bind America in coercive recu- 
lations, were paffed foon after the Revolution; 
in the reign of the very Prince, who brought 
about that great event. The Wuig Mini- 
{ters of King William (perceiving that 
the Colonies, even then, had entertained 


Sovereign, and their advice now ftands on 
record, to purfue meafures, which, in their 
confequence, fhould effectually fecure their 
thorough dependence on the Legiflature of 
this Kingdom, . IDs 
ee In 


oar T 


In confequence of the advice given by a 


Wuic Miniftry to a King who had mount- - 


ed the throne upon WHIG principles; and 
alfo upon the fulleft evidence of the frauds 
and abufes committed in the Plantations, in 
violation of the Act of Navigation ; the Act 
of the 7th and 8th of William Lil. * for pre- 
‘‘ venting frauds, and regulating abules, in. 
« the Plantations” was paffed. By that Act, 
a power was given to the Commifioners of 
the Treafury and Cuftoms in England, ‘* to 


eftablifh ports, “t and appoint Officers, in the — 


“© PJantations; and “ thofe Officers to have 
“the fame authority for vifiting fhips and 
“ poods, and entering, houfes and ware- 
«« houfes, as was exercifed by the fame Of 
“ ficers in England.” ? 

- All penalties and forfeitures were made re- 
coverable in the Courts at Weftainfter, or 
in Courts of Admiralty, in the Plantations ; 
which Courts were then, for the jirft time,. 
eftablifhed throughout all America. In any 
aion or fait concerning his Majefty’s Du- 
ties, the offenee might be laid in any pre- 
ciné& or divifion of the Plantations, where 
the fame fhould be alledged to have beer 
“committed, at the difcretion of the Officer or 
Informer, All laws, by-laws, vfages and 
cuftoms repugnant to any laws of Great Bri- 


tain which relate to the Plantations, or men-. 


tion the fame, are declared “ illegal, null, 
— “and void.” Many ether reftrictions, too 
D2 tedious 


, q 

tedious to be mentioned, were at the fame 
time enaéted and impofed. | 
Bac it was not in Matters of Trade ONLY, 
that Parliament, during the reign of King 
William, ~fuperintended and controuled the 
Colonies. The Colonitts, it was found, had . 
©ncouraped Pirates, in various places; and 
n0 juttice could be obtained MM THEIR Courts, 
againit offenders, whom they openly abetted, 
To remedy this thameful abufe, a remarkable 
Act was paffed, in the rith and r2th of Wil. 
liam II. This AG abolifhed all jurifdi@ion 
in that cafe, in the Courts in the Plantations, 
The wnote power of trying fuch offences, in 
the Colonies, was velted in Commiffioners, 
appointed under the Great Seal of England, 
or Seal of the Admiralt » according to the 
courfe of the Admiralty, that is to fay, 
WITHOUT JuRY. The Commiffioners were. 
alfo impowered to iffue Warrants, in any of 
the Colonies, for arrefting fuch Pirates or 


their acceffaries, They might, at difcretion, 


either try the criminals in America, or fend 
them to England to be tried. Should the 
Governors of any Charter or Proprietary Go. 
vernment refufe to aflift the Commifiioners; 


- fhould any perfon in authority in the Colonies 


refufe to pay obedience tothe A& ; fuch re. 
fufal, in either cale, was declared to be for- 
feiture of the Charter, | 
An A& paffed in the roth and 11th year 
of the fame reign, conQnes the advantage of 
the Fifhery of Newfoundland to Britith ae 
fitte 
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ctted out from Great-Britain. The execution 
of the orders and regulations refpecting that 


Fifhery; was placed in the hands of the Admt- 
rals, in the refpective harbours that is to fay, 
in the hands of the Matter of the fhip that 
fhould firft arrive from Great-Britain. The 
decifion in all queftions of civil fait is vetted in 
fach Admirals, with appeal to the Comman- 


‘der of the King’s fhips. Al} criminal offen- 


ces are to be tried in any County of Eng- 
land, by the King’s Commifioners of Oyer 
and ‘Terminer and Goal delivery. 

The opinions of this Nation concerning 
the Government of the Colonies, may be 
collected from the above Aas. - The autho- 
rity of Parliament to bind America, 10 alk 
cales whatfoever, and whenever the general 
intereft of the. whole Empire required it, 
was never difputed 5. and it was oiten ¢X- 
‘erted to correct abutes, and to fupprefs the 
ideas of independence, which began, even 
then, to be cherifhed by the Colonies. The 
fame principles and the fame policy were Car- 
ried down by Parliament through the three 
fucceeding reigns of Queen Anne, and oO 
George |. and George i. Early in the firtt 
of thofe reigns, the groffeft abufes were com- 
mitted by the petty Legiflatures in the Co- 
lonies, with refpect to Coin. Phe inter- 
pofition of Parliament became neceflary to 
correct thofe abufes. An Act was paffed in the 
6th of Queen Anne, for that purpofes when 
the Councils of that Princefs were ouided by 
3. ; Whigs. 
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Whigs. By this AG the rates of Foreign 
Coin, in the Plantations, were afcertained 3 
and a fevere Punthment was inflicted on thofe 
who thould take them at higher rates. The. 
American Trade was placed in the fame relon 
under further reftri€tions, by Act of Parlia- 
ment. Rice and Molaftes were added to the 
lift of enumerated commodities. Jn the reign. 
of George I. Furs and Copper-ore of the 
Plantations were fubjected to the fame re- 
frictions, 

‘The Britith Parliament confined not to 
Aas their fenfe of the undoubted right they 
poficfied of controuling the Colonies, in ail 
cafes whatfoever, In the Journals of both 
Houfes, there are many Proceedings which 


1702, a Bill was brought into the Houfe 
of Commons, for abolithing all the Charte 
and Proprietary Governments ip America, 


Jaws to be repugnant to the laws of England, 
and deftrudtive to the Conttitution. ~ Thig 
proceeding was likewife followed by a Bil} 
for abolifhing thofe Charters, nerfed 
Thefe Bills, it mug be confefled, were not. 
€arried into laws, But they did not fail, 
through any doubt entertained by the Legi- 
Mature again their propriety, They were 
Ltt 
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ot ‘through a change in the fituation of 
thofe, who brought forward the meafure. 
That the opinion of the Legiflature con- 
tinued the fame on this fubjeét, is evident 5 
as the fame propofition was again taken up 
in the year 17165 when a Waic Miuniftry 
governed the Kingdom. | 

In the reign of George II.the inftances of 
‘the controuling authority of Parliament over 
theColonies, are more numerous and ftriking. 
By an Aét of the 2d of George II. Chap. 35- 
fevere prohibitions and penalties are impofed 
and infliéted on fuch perfons as fhall cut and 
_deftroy whire Pine-trees, tho’ fuch Pines are 
growing within the limits of a Townfhip al- 
ready granted; and thefe penalties are direct- 
ed to be fued for and recovered ip the Courts. 
of Admiralty. The Merchants of Great-Bri- 
tain having, inthe 5th of the fame reign, pre- 
ferred a Petition to Parliament, complaining 
-of the difficulties they met with in the recovery 
of debts in the Plantations; an Act was paffeds 
which fabjeéted all real Eftates in the Colo- 
nies to jult debts and demands; and to be 
affets, in the fame manner as in England, for 
the fatisfaGtion of debts due by Bond. The 
exportation of Hats from any of the Colo- 
nies, and even the conveyance of them by 
_ land from one Colony to another; is pro- 

hibited, under fevere penalties, by an Act 
- paffed in the fame Seffion. | 

In the year 1733 the Province of Maffa 
chufetr’s-Bay pretented a Petition to the 

Gat Houle 


! 


———— 


ome 
Houfe of Commons, Praying that they might 
be heard by Counfel on the fubject of Griey- 
ances. ‘The chief of thefe was, ‘* That the 
Crown had reftrained their Governour, by: 
~“ ingtruGtions, in certain cafes relative to the. 


** iffue and difpofal of Public Money, and the’ 
“ emiffion of Paper-Bills of Credit.?. the 
Commons, having confidered the matter, 
came to a Refolution, « That the Petition. 


a 


“* was frivolous and groundlefs, a high in 


** fult upon his Majeity’s Government, and b 
** tending to SHAKE OFF THE DEPENDENCY: 
o A 


** of the faid Colony upon this Kingdom, 


ils 


“to which in Law and RIGHT THEY OUGHT, 
‘“ TO BE SUBJECT.” Complaint having, ac 
the fame time, been made: to the Houfe, — 


“ That the Reprefentatives of that Colony had 
“ CENSURED a perfon for giving evidence, 
** before a Committee of the Houfe, in the | 
“Cale of a’ Billk then: depending in Parlia- a 
“* ment;” it was relolved, ** That the pat. 
“* fing fuch cenfure was an AUDACIOUS ~ 


“* PROCEEDING, and a high violation of the 


“ privileges of the Houle.” A Committee 


was accordingly appointed to enquire who 


were the abettors of this unwarrantable pros 


€eeding, 


We may perceive, from the above circum. 


2 ‘ 


ftance, how jealous Parliament HAVE BEEN _ 


of their fupremacy and uncontroulable au- 
thority over the Colonies. Another inftance 
muft carry the proof of this polition beyond 
the power of reply. In the year 1740, the 

Houle 


- 
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Youfe of Commons entered into a confide-  ~ ' 
ation of ‘ the abufes committed in the f 
: Colonies, in refpeét to the emiffion of Pa- | 
« per Bills of Credit.” After a long. exami- 
sation, they came to various Refolutions. 
They refolved, ‘ That the A& pafied in the 
«6th of Queen Anne, a{certaining the rates. 1 
of Foreign Coin in America, had mot been ie 
“* duly obierved. That many indirect prac- 

‘© tices, in that refpect, had been introduced, 
‘contrary to the true intent of the Act. 
““ That an Addrefs fhould be prefented to 
“chis Majelty to require the Governors ) 
“¢ his Colonies to take effectual meafures for 
© the ftrict obfervance of the Act of the 6th 
«© of Queen Anne, That another Address 
“ fhould be prelented, requefting his Ma- 
ss jefty to iffue his Royal Proclamation, to. 
“ fettle aad afcertain the rates of Foreign 
¢ Gold Coins. That the crEATING and ifiu- 
Ls ing Bills of Credit, in the Britifh Colonies, 
“by virtue of Aas of Affembly, had fruf- 
strated the defign of the Act of the 6th 
_ of Queen Anne, That an humble Addrefs 
of Thanks fhould be prefented to his Ma- > 
“« jefty, for the orders he has already given 
‘on that head; and, T hat he fhould alfo 
“ be requefted to require and command the 
| « Governors of the refpective Provinces, not 
‘to give their aflent to any Aé, whereby 
« Bills of Credit might be iffued in lieu of 


“« Money.” 
= hefe 


as is | , ($s | 
oe Thefe fpirited Refolutions of the Com+ 
Rr mons checked, for { | 


, = inthe emiffion and circulation Of Paper 
a ‘toney. The New-England Governments 
Th however, did + . 


ctions; though fup. 
he authority of [the | 
- The frauds committed | 
awakened again the attention of Parliament, | 
In the 24th of George Th ang 
led, “tg regulate and ref 


gland Govern. | 


“* ments,” Phe Governors ‘of thofe Colonies | 


i 
Place of truft, from aifentine to any Ach Or! 
der, or V Ote, for the iffue of any Paper-bills. 


of Credit; and all fuch Acts, Ordets, or’ Oi 


ofes, were: declared to be, ip/> Sao, null ah 
and void 


Ta the year 1741 the Colonies took up the 
Idea of a Lanp-Banx, which had’ p 

unfuccefsful jn England j 
King William. The « American Affem. 


; ay 
“€ bhies,?%: it appeared to Parliament, « had’ | 
4 


\ 


Correct this evil, an A& was paffed, j L 
TAth of George II, « to reftrain and pre-. 
** vent fuch “awarrantable practices sandto. 


“* extend. 
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i extend to America, the penalties inficted 
\** by a Statute of the 6th of George I. on 
‘ perfons guilty of fuch practices in thefe 
« kingdoms.” They were alfo fubjected, by 
the fame Aét, to the penalty and forfeiture 
ordained by the Statute of Provifion and 
\premuNireE of the 16th of Richard II. 

There are feveral other Statutes by which 
Parliament with equal force affert their au- 


with which they have hitherto cireum{cribed 
it in this Kingdom. In the 29th of George 
II. cap. 35. Officers of the Army are em- 
| powered to enlift, in the Colonies, apprentices 
and indented fervants. The perfons fo en- 
lifted were exempted from arrefts in civil 
aétions, where the value of the action exe 
Iceeds not ten pounds. To thefe ftriking 
|inftances of the controuling power of Parliae 
| ment over the Colonies, may be added the 
| A& of 23d of George I. cap. 29. By that Act, 
_** every perfon erecting or working any mill 
‘*or other engine for flitting or rolling iron, 
‘“¢ or any plating forge or furnace for making 
* fteel, is fubjected to a penalty of 200l. 
© to be recovered in any of the Courts in 
 « Weltminfter- Hall, or in the Court of Ex- 
'*+ chequer in Scotland.” 

The foregoing recital of Statutes binding 
the Colonies, prior to the prefent reign, of 


the 


2a" ed 
F 


|thority over the Colonies. In fome of thefe, 
they carry this authority beyond the limits, | 


which the Congrefs fo much complain, 1s _ 
_fufficient to convince: the difpaffionate, that . 


L | 3°} | 
the controuling power of Parliament has — 
been perpetually exerted, and never difputed, — 
‘Fhere is hardly any obje& of Legiflation 
in which the laws of this Country have not 
bound America. The Conerefs, whilft they 
affect to difavow the fupremacy of the Britith | 
Legiflature, acknowledge that fupremacy, 
perhaps thro” inadvertence, in its utmoft Ja- 
titude. They own themfelves the fubjects of 
the King of Great Britain: yet it was the Bri 
tifh Legiflature that Placed his Majefty and 
his family on the Throne. Were the Colo. 
nies reprefented in the Parliament which li- 
mited the: fucceffion of the Crown to the 
Houfe of Hanover, any more than they were 
1 THAT which laid a paltry Duty on teain | 
the Ports of America? His Majetty owes his 
Phrone tothe Laws of England; and, as 
King, he can have no fubject that is not: 
bound by that law. 


Taxation has been purpofely omitted in the 


above detail. Thar article, as the great ob. 


ject of conteft, ought to be feparately ftated, 


Lhe feveral inftances of the exercife of the 
power of Parliament; in. that cafe, fhall be, 
therefore, thrown into one Point of view, 
The firft inftance of Taxation is the A@ of 
the 12th of Charles II, for granting to the 
Crown a duty of Tonnage and Poundage. 
This Act is in point. Ie directs, that: the 
duties abovementioned « fhall be payable 
“upon commodities not only imported into 
** the realm of England, but allo into the 

‘ | } “* DOMi- 


“ pDOMINIONS THEREUNTO BELONGING.” 
The Colonies are here included in expreis 


a vine Dia 
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words. It is true, indeed, that the Duties 


of Tonnage and Poundage were not collected 
in America. The reafon was, that the com- 
merce of the Plantations was fo inconfidera- 
ble, that the revenue arifing from it could not 
pay ‘the expence of collection. 


But whatever might have been the reafon 


for nor colle&ting the Duties of Tonnage 


and Poundage in the Colonies, the Law was 


certainly underftood to extend to America. 


In the year 1680, the Affembly of the Ifland 


of Jamaica refufed ‘‘ to raile levies for the 


‘© {upport of Government.” - Upon this. re- 
fufal, the Lords of the Council made a Mi- 
nute “to confer with the Judges upon the 
«© gueftion : Whether the fubfidies upon 
f* the Tonnage and Poundage upon goods 
‘¢ that may by Law, or fhall be directly 
carried to Jamaica, be not payable, ac- 
“ cording to Law, by his Majefty’s fub- 


“6 jects inhabiting that Ifland, or trading 


“there, by virtue of the Adéts of Tonnage 
«< and Poundage, or other Acts made in 
England ?” Unfortunately it does not ap- 


| pear, whether the conference was ever held ; 
| or if it was actually held, what was the refult. 


The 25th of Charles II. cap. 7. is the 


| mext Act that binds America, in point of 


Taxation. By that Act certain duties are 
made payable in the Plantations, upon fu- 
gar, tobacco, cotton-wool, indigo, ginger, 


B! 1 | _logwood, 
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Jogwood, fuftic, and other dying woods, and 
cocoa-ruts exported to any other place, ex-. 
cept England. Thefe Duties continue to 
be paid to this day. : 

In the 9th of Queen Anne, an Act was 
palied, impofing certain Duties on all prize- 
goods taken in America, and iniported into 
any of the Colonies. Thefe Duties were as 
follows: ‘* All European goods (wine and 
‘* brandy excepted) which have been ufually 
** fent to the Plantations, are to pay THERE 
““ juch Cuftoms, as are payable for the 
** like goods imported into the Plantations 
‘ from Great-Britain. Other goods taken 
** as prizes fhall be liable THERE to fuch 
‘“* Duties as were payable for the fame, 
** by any Act of Afiembly, in the faid 
«¢ Plantations.” ) 

To thefe Acts, fubjeéting his Majefty’s 
fubjects in America to Taxes impofed by 
the Britifh Parliament, feveral others may 
be added. The Aét of the oth of Queen 
Anne, for eftablifhing a Poft-office. The 
various Adts pafied for levying and inforcing 
the collection of the duty of fixpence per 
month, out of Seamen’s wages, for the 
{upport of Greenwich Hofpiral. All- thefe 
Acts extend to America. They bind the Co- 
Jonies as well as the Mother-Country. Their 
authority was never difputed; and the Taxes 
impofed by them have been uniformly raifed. 
The Ac of the 2d of George II, cap. 7. 18 
fill more explicit and decifive in the words. 
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Tt requires the payment of the Duties for 
Greenwich Hofpital, ‘* by feamen belonging 
“to American fhips, whether employed 
© upon the high feas, or im any port, har- 
“ bour, bay or creek, within ANY of the 


“¢ Colonies.” 
It appears from this detail of facts, that 


the right of Parliament to bind the Colo- 
nies, in all cates whatfoever, is not 4 claim 
founded on mere theory: On the contrarys 
that the controuling power of the Legifla- 
ture 1s warranted by confiant ufage, and un- 
interrupted practice. That the Declaratory 
A&, of which the Americans complain, con- 
tains no new, No affumed powers Over the 
Plantations ; and that there is fcarce any 
channel of Legiflation, through which the 
Britifh Parliament has NoT exerted its fu- 
--premacy, in as full and ample a manner as 
it has been exerted over the inhabitants of 
Great-Britain 5 and all this prior to the pre- 
fent reign, in which the Congrels place the 
commencement of ‘ Public Ruin.” 
~The American Congrefs, with a partiality 
for themfelves fcarcely confiftent with their 
defign of gaining others, in the next para- 
graph of their Declara:ion, call the Acts, 
which were the CONSEQUENCE of the refift- 


ance of their conftituents, the CAUSE af their 
rebellion. In defcending to particulars, their 
- firft complaintis ftated againit ‘¢ the extenfion 

< of the jurifdiction of the Courts of Admi- 


“ ralty and Vice-Admiralty beyond their 
| : ; ‘+ former 
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“‘ former limits ,” by which, they alledge, 
the fubje& is deprived of his inherent 
“‘ right of a trial by Jury.” The Congrefs. 
furely forget, or it is not confiftent with 


their deficn to remember, that the altera- 


tions ‘of which they complain were made 
at the requett of their conitituents. The rea- 
fons affigned for this requelt were, that the 
Courts of Admiralty eftablithed formerly in 
the various Provinces, poffeffed fo little dic. 
nity, on account of the dependence and po- 
verty of the Judges, that juftice was either 
facrificed to connexions, or biaffed by ava- 
rice. Befides that, A ppeals to Great-Britain 
could be feldom made, on account of the 
expence and diftance, To remedy this evil, : 
the prefent eftablithment of Courts of Ad- 
miralty in America was formed, Four great 
Courts of V ice-Admiralty were creed, The 
Judges were rendered independent by am- 
ple falaries. The line of Appeal hecame 
fhort, eafy, and obvious; and as to trial 
by Jury, the whole world knows that the 
Court of Admiralty in England never ad- 
mitted that mode of trial in CIVIL Cafes, 

The complaint of the Congrefs, with re. 
gard to the Bill for fhutting the Port of 
Bofton, is ridiculous as well as unjuft, as 
the inhabitants of that place had it in their 
Own power to remove the grievance. ati rie 
deftruction of the Eaft-India Company’s tea, 
at. Bofton, is well known to have been the 
ccliberate at of a very great Majority of 

| | the 
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the inhabitants. To obtain reparation by 
the common.courfe of law was impofiible, 
where the number of the offenders fcreened 
them effectually from juitice. It was a pub- 
lic crime, and the punifhment ought to have 
been general. In purfaance of that plan of 
tendernefs, which has been fatally loft on 
the Americans, the Bill for fufpending the 
trade of Bofton was rendered conditional. 
A door was left open for an immediate re- 
conciliation, fhould the Affembly of Mat- 
{achufett’s-Bay make a public grant, for re- 

airing the damage fuftained, by a Company 
of Merchants, through a public outrage. 
Yet the Congreis {tigmatize with the name 
of injuftice, a -oercive Statute rendered ab- 
folutely neceflary by the fhamelels depreda- 
tions of. the inhabitants of Bofton; and 
which Statute, they themfelves had. it in 
* their power to terminate, in an inftant, by 

doing an act of common juttice. ve. 

Bue why fhould we expect common juf- 
tice towards others, among a people, who 
(with regard to the Tea-Act) have been ma- 
‘ nifeftly  unjult to themfelves ? It is ef the 
Duty on Tea, the Americans principally com- 
plain; yet they fubmitted to a Duty of 7 he 
Aram Wie laid on Wines, the Seffion: which 
immediately preceded the paffing of the 1 ea- 
AG. The Duty on Tea was alfo fubmitted 
to in all the Provinces where that COMMIOCILY: 
had not been ufually introduced by Smug 
gling. Bolton ifelf, and even Mr. Jonn Hai- 
See | Boe. cock 
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cock (now presipentT of the Conerefs, but 
formerly a moit notorious smuceLeER), orig - 
nally made no objection to the A&t. It was 
when the Eaft-India Company, by adopt- 
ing the plan of fending Tea to America in their 
own name, gave the finilhing blow to Smug- 
gling, that the inhabitants of Maffachufett’s- 
Bay determined to oppofe the Duty. Prior 
to the Act for laying the THREE-PENCE Duty 
on ‘Tea, payable in the Colonies, the Ame- 
ricans actually paid a suiitne, together 
with the profit of the Merchant, Formerly 
all Tea exported to the Plantations went en- 
cumbered with a Shilling, paid by the Eaft- 
India Company. In other words, the Duty 
was not drawn back on exportation ; fo thaf, 
by the Act. the confumer is a gainer of a. 
Shilling in every pound of Tea, if to the nine- 
pence duty we fhould add commiffion, infu- 
rance, freight, and profit. Smugglers found 
themfelves incapable of carrying on their 
contraband commierce; and they inflamed an 
ignorant rabble, to ferve their own intereft, or 
to gratify their own revenge. 


With equal efrontery, and with ftill lefs , 


realon, theCongrefs exclaim againft the alte- 
ration made in the form of the government of 
Botton. With their ufual fallacy in argument 
the Americans with to eftablith it as a maxim 
in polity, That Charters granted by ‘the 
cROwN, can neither be reverted or altered by 
the LeGisLaTurE. ‘They might as well exe) 
at once to the whole fupremacy ;-and. fave 

: . | themielyes 


~ 


| [ 43 J 
themfelves the trouble of thus fupporting a 
caufe untenable on any other orounds. 
The three branches of the Legiflature united 
make daily alterations in the Conflitution of 
Great Britain ;-and, if their supremacy ex- 
tends over the whole empire, they have the 
fame right to alter the conftitution of the 


American Colonies. If the Americans deny — 


this pofition, all argument is at an end; 
and they avow an independence, which, in 
THEIR circumftances, marks them out for 
enemies. Afterall, this alteration of which 
the Congrefs affect to complain, 1s no more 
than putting the inhabitants of Maffachutet’s- 
Bay on the fame footing with the other 
Colonies. They have received in miniature 
the counter part of the conftitution of the 
Mother-Kingdom, and have THEY a right, 
or can THEY wifh to be more free than the 
freeft nation in the world? 

The Act for regulating the Government 
of Quebec, furnifhes the Conerefs with an 
ample field for aeclamation. To inveigh 
againft Popcry and Arbitrary Power has 
been ever a favourite topic with men, who 


wifh to profit by the prejudices of the peo- 


ple. Had the Congiefs attended to the ge- 


neral principles of the Britifh Conftitution, 


they might have informed ‘thermfelves, that 
His Majefty, without the interpofition of 


the two other: branches of the Legiflature, 
might have per nitted the inhabitants of 
‘Canada to remain for ever under French 

: jaws. 
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Jaws. - There is no maxim in the Law of 
England more generally known or lefs con- 
troverted than, [hat in conquered or ceded 
countries, which have already laws of their 
own, fuch laws remain in full force, till they 
are altered and changed by the Sovereign. 
Had His Majefty, therefore, entertained: 
fuch defigns as the Congrefs obliquely. 
lay to his charge, why fhould he call in the 
aid of the Leeiflature to execute what was 
already done by the Common Law ? The 
Congrefs will not, furely, affirm, that the 
fyftem. of government eftablifhed by the 
Legiflature in Quebec, is fo arbitrary in it~ 
{elf, or fo fit for the purpofes of defpotifm, 
as the Conftitution which fubfifted in that 
Province under the French. Ought they 
not to conifider, that no other form of 
government could have been eftablithed,. 
{o fuitable to the difpofition of the inhabi- 
tants, the tenures of their property, and 
the toleration of their religion, to all which 


they had an undoubted right, by the terms 


of their Capitulation, and the articles.of the 
fubfequent Treaty of Peace ? 

The Oppolition at Home, as wellas the 
Patriots aBrOAD, have found an extenfive 
fubject for pathetic eloquence, in the form of 
Government now eftablifhed by Law in, Ca- 
nada. The rormer have either very treache- 
rous memories, or they change without any 
ceremony their opinions with their fituation. 
Under the Acniiniftration of the Earu. of 

CHATHAM, 
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CuatuaM, Mr. Morgan, Lord Sue. Burne’s 
Secretary, was fent PRIVATELY to America, 
as Commifioner, to fettle and regulate a 
new code for the Government of Quebec. 
The Governor and Chief Juftice of that 
Province, if I am not miftaken, were joined 
with Morgan in this secret, but important 
commiffion. The meafure, it is faid, was con- 
fidered “by the Board of Trade; it was 
certainly debated, if not adopted by the Ca- 
binet, as far back as the year’ 1767, during 
the plenitude of the Earl of Chatham's power. 
Lord Camden was Chancellor, and gave his 
fanction to regulations MORE ALLIED TO 
Desporism than thofe he reprobates at pre- 
fent. The Duke of Grafton, the Hari of 
Shelburne, General Conway, and feveral 
others of © that illuftrious Band,” on whofe 
virtues the Americans expatiate with rapture, 


approved this PopIsH, ARBITRARY, TYRAN- | 


NICAL fyftem of Government *: yet all thefe 
are, now, true Americans, ftrenuous, Pro- 
teftants, Whigs of the ancient mould, deter- 
mined affertors of public freedom, avowed 
enemies to OPPRESSION, POPERY, and aR- 
BITRARY POWER | ) 

The Congrefs enumerate, among their com- 
plaints againft the Britifh Legiflature, the 


Refolution of Parliament to give its. due 
force to an unrepealed Statute paiied in the 


~ 


_ * Lord Rockingham had the mere of fending a Popife 
_ Bihop to Quebec. 
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time of Henry VIII. It is declared in the 
Refolutien, that upon this Statute, treafons 
and mifprifions of treafon committed in any 
of his Majefty’s dominions beyond fea, 
lubject to the Crown of Great-Britain, may 
be tried in England. Though this Refolu- 
tion is confidered by the Congrefs as a part 
ot the ideal fyftem of enflavement, with 
which they charge the King and Parliament, 
it contains no novelty, no uncommon ftretch 
of law. A thoufand inftances of the fame 
kind are upon record, long before the pre- 
jent difputes with America began. One 
initance 1s extremely remarkable; I mean, 
the tranfactions in the Cafe of the Infurre€tion 
In Antigua, in the year 1711. All the pro- 
ceedings were founded on the A& of Henry 
VI. Some of the Infurgents were fent to 
England; they were tried upon that Statute; 
and that circumftance has eftablifhed a pre- 
cedent which cannot be controverted. But 
had even a new law of this kind been made, 
what reafon could the American Congrefs 
have to complain? Have not the preju- 
dices, infurrections, and even rebellion of 
their own countrymen totally interrupted 
the common courfe of juftice over all the 
vaft Continent which they inhabit ; and fhall 
the generality of the crime be admitted a 
competent excule againft punifhment? 
From condemning the Aéts of the Legi- 
flature, the Congrefs pafs to complaints 
againft their Sovereign, as well as his prin- 


cipal 
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cipal fervants. They alledge, that the 
“© Americans have inceffantly and inefectu- 
“ ally befieged the Throne for ten years ;” 
yet conceal the reafon, which was, That 
their demands, rather than requefts, were fuch 
as the Sovereign-could not grant, confiltent 
with the powers vefted in him by the 
Conftitution. They complain, that fleets 
‘and armies have been fent to their country, 
to enforce the coercive laws enacted by the 
Legiflature, for the eftablifhment of its 
fupremacy; yet they pafs over in filence 
the outrages committed by themfelves, which 
rendered that meafure neceffary. Did they 
not draw the fword with one hand, when the 


other was ftretched forth with Petitions for 


relief from pretended grievances? Did 


they not purchafe arms, ammunition, and 


artillery, form magazines, enlift foldiers, 
and prepare, in every refpect, for rebel- 
ion and war, when they affected to fpeak 
the language of fubmiffion and peace? 

All thefe are faéts that cannot be contro- 
verted. The Congrefs know the truth, but 
purfue their plan of deception. “ They 
“¢ hoped in vain,” they fay, “ for moderation 
«: in their enemies ;” yet their own conduct 
has been one continued feries of violence, 
-oppreffion, and injuftice, Having difclaim- 
ed their allegiance to the Sovereign, dif- 
obeyed the acts of the Legiflature, deftroyed 
the property, and infulted the perfons of the 
fervants ofthe State, affumed the functions 


of 
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. of fovereignty, and rufhed into actual rebel. 
a lion; they complain of a want of modera- 
; | , tion in Government, for exerting the power 
a 


Gg ‘ vetted in it by the Conftitution, for reftorin 
La tranquillity, enforcing legal fubmiffion to 
}. the laws of the State, and for protecting 
, a the injured and punith'ng the guilty. | 

| Throughout the whole of their ftrange 
Declaration, the American Congrefs appear 
to adapt their reafonings to the weaknels of 
the prejudiced, and their fa&s to the cre- 
dulity of the ignorant. They affirm, that 
they have uniformly endeavoured to pro- 
cure an accommodation with the Mother- 
Country; yet they reprobate the Refolution 
of the Commons, on the zoth of February, 
which opened a fair channel for agreement. 
They call the Refolution “ an infidious | 
** manceuvre, calculated to divide the Ame- 
“* ricans, and to eftablith a perpetual auction 
“‘ of taxation, where Colony. fhould bid 
““ againit Colony, all of them uninformed 
“what ranfom fhould redeem their lives 3 
** and'thus to extort from them, at the point 
“of the bayonet, the unknown fums that 
“ fhould be fufficient to gratify, if poflible 
“to gratify Minifterial rapacity, with the 
‘* milerable indulgence left thein of raifing, 
‘* in their own mode, the prefcribed tribute.” 
We may learn, from this tedious and invol- 
ved fentence, how much the Congrefs have 
profited by the Speeches of Patrioti{m in the 
Britifh Parliament.’ A noted Orator, who 

has 
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“has been fufpeéted of having penned the DBs 


(which, the Conerefs 
hole mafs of Ame- 
rican grievances) ufed almoft the fame 
words in the Houfe of Commons, on the 
day the Refolution came under debate. But 
former demerits have been forgot, in what 
the American Demagogues foolifhly conftrue 


CLARATORY BILL, 


"into prefent fervices. 


To fhew the nature of the Propofition 
which the Conerefs fligmatize with the name 
of an * infidious manceuvre,” fome pre- 
vious faéts mutt . be explained. On the 
fecond of February, 4 Motion was made in 
the Houfe of Commons, for an Addrefs to 
his Majefty, which was foon after prefented, 
with the concurrence of the Lords. In 
this Addrefs, the two Houfes having ftated 
fome facts, were induced to declare, that a 
rebellion actually exifted at that time in the 
Province of Maflachufett’s-bay: That this 
conduct was the more inexcufable, when it 
was confidered with how much temper his 
-Majefty and the two Hovfes of Parliament 
had aéted, in fupport of the Laws and Con- 
fitution of Great-Britain : That they were 
refolved never fo far to defert the truft 
repofed in them, as to relinquifh anyY PART 
of the SOVEREIGN AUTHORITY OVéF ALL 
bis Mayzsty’s DoMINioNns, which the law 
snvefted in his Majefty and the two Foules 

of Parliament; That the conduct of the 
~ Americans was fufficient to convince them 
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of the neceffity of this fupremacy and 
power: ‘that, however, they had always 
been, and always fhould be ready to. pay 
attention and regard to any real grievances, 
which fhould be laid before them m a 
DUTIFUL and CONSTITUTIONAL manner: 
hat they requefted his Majefty to take the 
moft effectual meafures to enforce due 
obedience to the laws and authority of 
the Supreme Legiflature : And that they 
were refolved, at the hazard of their lives 
and fortunes, to fupport his Majetty againdt 
all rebellious attempts, in the maintenance 
of the juft rights of his Majefly and the 
two. Houfes of Parliament. 

In this Addrefs the two Houfes. of Parliaa 
ment, while they held forth the Sword in 
one hand, evidently tendered the Olive. 
branch -with the other. Lhe Americans 
themielves were made the arbiters of their 
own fate. The choice of war or peace was 
Jett in their own hands. But as the offer of 
Parliament to liften to the real. grievances 
of the Colonifts was deemed too general to 
orm a foundation for an agreement between 
them, and the Mother-Country, the Miniiter, 
wifhing to conciliate matters with America, 
even contrary to the opinion of many Friends 
to. this Country, laid before the Houfe. of 
Commons fome ExpPLicitT PROPOSITIONS, 
which might anfwer that end. Accordingly, 
on the twentieth of February, the following 
Propofitions were introduced to a Committee 

of 
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of the whole Houfe, by the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer: ‘¢ That it is the epi tion of 
« this Committee, that when the Governor, 
“© Council, and Affembly, or General Court 
of his Majefty’s Provinces or Colonies fhall 
‘ propofe to make provifion according to 
their refpective conditions, circumftances, 
and fituations, for contributing their 
proportion to the common defence; fuch 
proportion to be railed under the authori- 
“© ties of the General Court, of General Af- 
“fembly of fuch Province of Colony, and 
« difpofable by Parliament ; and fhall engage. 
* to make provifion alfo for the fupport of 
“the Civil Government, and the admini- 
“ {tration of juftice in fuch Province or 
« Colony; it will be proper, if fuch pro- 
“¢ pofal hall be approved by his Majefty in 
«“ Parliament, and for fo long 4s fuch pro- 
“ vifion fhall be made accordingly, to forbear 
‘sin refpect of fuch Province, or Colony, ta 
‘< levy any duties, tax, or affeffment, or to 
«impofe any further duty, tax, oF afleff- 
“ ment, except only fuch duties as it may be 
‘expedient to impofe for the regulation of 
«© Commerce; the nett produce of the duties 
e+ Jatt mentioned, to be carried to the account 
“ of fuch Province, Colony, or Plantation 
“ refpedtively.” RDS : 

_ This Refolution, which was carried by a 
ereat majority, plainly marked the ground 
for a negotiation, and an equitable agreement 
with the Colonies. it was moderate, com- 
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prehenfive, and explicit. It named the 
perfons from whom the propofals muft comes 
and thofe to whom they were to be made: 
The end and purpofe of the Contribution 
were explained. ‘The appropriation of the 
expected revenue was fpecified, and preclud- 
ed every fufpicion of its being mifapplied. 
Though the offer was conditional, it was” 
plainly conclufive, as long as the Americans 
themlelves fhould adhere to the agreement. 
hey had it in their power to tax themfelves, 
the great point for which they profeffed to 
contend ; and the only right referved by the 
Legiflature was, to determine the quaNTUM 
of the fupply ; and they alone can deter- 
mine it, as being the fupreme power, who 
are the fole judges of what is neceflary to 
fupport the State. The Propofition, upon 
the whole, was AT LEAST as favourable to 
the pretenfions of the Americans, as to the 
claims of the Mother-Country. The former, 
therefore, muft have accepted the propofal, 
had what they held forth to the Publie 
formed the real principles of their oppofi- 
tion. / 

The Minority in Parliament, who deem- 
ed nothing fo fatal to their own views, as an 
agreement with the Americans, upon equita- 
ble, and confequently permanent terms, op- 
pofed this Propofition as infidious in its na- 
ture, and for that purpofe rendered ob- 
{cure and perplexed in its language. The 
American Demagogues, whofe influence a 
only 


| ee, 4 
only exift in the midit of anarchy and conft- 
| fion, oppofed it with fimilar views. Lhe 
 Tatter, indeed, have approved fo much of the 
SENTIMENTS, OF rather PROFESSIONS of the 
> former, that they have, in their Declaration, 
echoed back their very words in Parliament. 
| The argument before went only to the claim 
of the Americans to be permitted, in theit 
~ Affemblies, to fertile the mode of Taxation. | 
They then demanded an exclufive privilege 
6f fixing the amount OF quantum of the 
fupply ; and now they will give no fupply 
at all. But if neither the mode nor the 
quantum is to be left in the power of Parlia- 
ment, what power has Parhament lefr, with 


regard to the taxing of the Americans ? 


Q@ught the Berrisy Lucris-aTuRe to lay 
HUMBLY the wants of the Public before the 
petty LEGISLATURES of America, and re- 
quett their aid for the general fupport of Go- 
vernnent? What would this be, but the total 
emancipation of the Colonies from that {u- 
premacy for which we contend ? 
The Americans formerly declared them-~ 

> felves willing to contribute to the exigences 

and expences of the State, provided the de- 
mand {hould come by requifition from the 

King, and not by an immediate exertion of 

ii Parliamentary authority. This offer his Ma~ 

, | jetty declined, with that patriotifm which has 

. uniformly marked his own mealures; during 


his fubjects, he chole to be the Monarch of 
tome | FE 3 | ONE 


his rei@n. Anxious for the happinels of ALL it 


tion, rather than the 
of petty States, weak- 
nion. Had his Majefty 
Ives of ambition, 
mong Princes, he 
gerly clofed with the offers of i 
the Americans, Inftead of making himfelf — 
dependent, for the maintenance of his dig- 
ity, upon the grants of ong Affembly, he 
might have extricated himfelf from éven the 
fear of Pecuniary difficulties, by a proper 
management of many Affemblies. The Re- 
Prefentatives of one Proy; 
fied into the vie 


rs might 
America; 


the price of thei 
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The  Propofitions 

Tuary, came up to 

45 yet they evaded 

them, by treating them as infidious.. The 
truth is, they knew their own demerits to. 
wards this Country, and they could not 
believe, that p, fo highly favourable 
r part, fincere, One 

lted from the Propo- 

The Colonies, by rejecting them, 

have - left no doubt remaining concerning 
their real intentions, They conine no longer. 
) etiege 
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their claims to the exclufive privilege of 
taxing themfelves. They aim, evidently, 
at a total independence in all matters whatfo- 
ever; and more particularly with regard to 
the Act of Navigation. They have lone made 
fecret but moft dangerous encroachments on 
this PALLADIUM of our Commerce. They 
now publickly avow their refolution to pay no 
regard to any Parliamentary _ reftrictions, 

whether ancient or recent, on THEIR Com- 
merce. They now openly trade all over Eu- 
rope ;. and the obtaining the privilege, which 
_ they have, at length, ufurped, has been the 
_ primary ae of “their refiftance to Parlia- 
ment. The manufacturers and merchants of 
this Country have been long no ftrangers to 
this American policy; yet the Congretfs have 
the effrontery to expect, that the mercantile 
intereft of Great Britain will efpoufe their 
caufe. 

The American Congrefs, having in a loofe, 
curfory, and fuperficial manner, advanced 
{ome pretended arguments to jutltify their re- 
bellion, defcend to the mifreprefentation of 
facts, with the fame defign. They affirm, 
“That General Gage, biG had occupied 
Bofton as a garrifon, fent out a large de- 
tachment of his army, on the roth of April, 
who made an unprovoked affault on the 
“inhabitants of the Province of Botton, 
“© at Lexington.”? Qn this allegation of the 
Conpreis ‘ic’ may. be’ remarked, that’ the 
rebellious conduct of the Town of Bofton, 

where 
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where all the authority of legal government 
had been long extinguifhed by the tyranny 
of a rabble inftigated by factious leaders, had 
rendered a force neceflary in that place, to 
reftore order and tranquillity, to protect the 


‘innocent, and to refrain the excefles of the 


turbulent and guilty. That the military pre- 
parations made in all parts of the Province, 
and efpecially at the Town of Concord, with 
the avowed intention of oppofing all legal 
authority, induced and even forced General 
Gage (though fatally too late) to fend out a 
detachment of the troops under his command, 
to prevent hoftilities, by feizing the means 
af carrying them on. ‘That fome of the In- 
habitants of the Province, in “‘ warlikearray,” 
ftood in the way of this detachment, with 


- arms in their hands ; and that when ordered 


to remove in a peaceable manner, they made 
‘¢an unprovoked affault’? on his Majefty’s 
troops, by firing First upon them, and 
kill ng fome, and wounding many. — 

The audacity of the Congrefs, in aflerting 
FALSEHOODS, demands a brief detail of the 
+RrutH. General Gage, having been informed 
that arms, ammunition, cannon, and other 
implements of war, had been collected in the 
town of Concord, ordered a detachment of 
the Army to march with all poffible fecrecy 


to that place. He gave orders to the de- 


tachment, to obferve the moft ftrictcifcipline, 
and to relent no infults offered them by the 
country people, except actual hoftilities.: 

re 
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The General’s orders were, in truth, too im- 
plicitly obferved. There was not one LoavED 
MuSQUET in the whole detachment, except 
thofe in the hands of Frrry Marines, who 

formed the van, when they were FIRED upon, 
by the country people, at Lexington. The 
affidavits of the rebels, on this fubject, are im- 

-pofitions andperjuries. There is not a man, 
whether officer or foldier, in the whole ce- 
tachment, confifting of 800 men, but is 
ready, in the moft folemn manner, to attelt 

the truth of this fact. 

_ Te were to be withed, for the honour of the 
infurgents, that their BARBAROUS CRUELTY 
to the wounded foldiers, were-more proble- 
matical than their fring rrasr on the King’s 
troops. The foldiers who fell by the firft fre 
of the rebels, were found fcalped, when the 
detachment returned, from Concord to Lex- 
ington Bridge. Two foldiers who lay wound- 
ed on the field, and had been fcalped by the 
-favage Provincials, were ilill breathing. They 

appeared, by the traces of blood, to have 
rolled in the agonies of this horrid fpecies of 
death, feveral yards from the place where 
they had been fcalped. Near thefe_unfor- 
tunate men, another dreadful object pre- 
fented itfelf. A foldier who had been flightly 

wounded, appeared with his eyes torn out of 
their fockets, by the barbarous mode of 

- goocinc, a word and practice peculiar to 

the Americans. Humanity forbids us to 


dwell longer on this {cene of horror. The: 
| ea. rebels, 


i 


——— 


[ 58 J 
rebels, to. break the force of accufation, be. 
gan to recriminate. They laid feveral inftances 
ef wanton cruelty to the charge of the troops + 
yet nothing is better afcertained, than that 
not one of the foldiers ever quitted the road, 
either upon ‘their march or return from 
Cencord. | ae 
The Congrefs ftigmatize the expedition’ to 
Lexington and Concord, with the epithets 
‘‘of an unprovoked. and wanton afiault.’”* 
Was» the collecting: warlike, impleménts! at 
Concord, raifing men throughout the Prox 
vitice, difciplinizg troops in every diftrict, 
forming magazines, purchafing ammunition, 
and preparing arms, no provocation? Were 
net the whole Country afiembled before they: 
knew of this expedition? And was nor their 
being fo completely provided with the means: 
of repelling hoftilities, a'fufficient proof, that 
they had previouily.refolved to commence 
them? Could ren tTHousanp men,, the 
number-that attacked (though at a PRUDENT 
diftance) the troops on their retreat, have 
been collected, by accident, or called together 
by a fudden alarm? Are not the Congrefs, 
con{cious to themielves, and was not General 
Gage fofficiently apprized, that the people 
of Maflachufet’s-Bay had determined to begin 
hoftilities, had the expedition to Concord 
never happened ? The truth is, the march 
of the troops had only haftened the execution. 
of the plan of rebellion fettled before in the 
fecret Councils of the Provincial a 
| e 
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‘The affertions of the Congrefs concerning 
tranfactions within the town Sos Bofton, are 
as utterly devoid of truth, as their account 
of what happened in the country. The hof- 
tile intentions of thofe wirnin, were as ap- 
parent as the rebellion of their brethren 
WITHOUT was certain. The great law of 
felf-defence muft therefore ane juftiGed Ge- 


-neral Gage for having deprived the former 


of arms, which they. almoft avowedly in- 
tended to raife againft.all legal authority. 
After the fkirmith at Lexington 2 and Concord, 
all fupplies from the country were cut off 
from the town of Bolton. Many of the in- 
habitants defired to remove, with their ef- 
fe&ts, Their requelt was granted; but it 
was at the fame time demanded, that they 
fhould deliver up their arms. This was, -at 
firft, approved by all, but great. clamours 


-_foon after followed. Such of the inhabitants 


as were well affected, or pee to be well 
affected to Government, alledged, that none 


} but the ill-inclined fhewed any defire ‘to 


remove ;.and that when they theuld become 


fafe with their effects, the town would be 
h idet-on fice, A great demur having allo arifen 
_ about the meaning of the word EFFECTS, 
Ki “whether MERCHANDISE was included ;. and 


the General -being likewife fenfidle, that the 


* ‘permitting bi eeeler of that kind to be car- 


tied to the rebels, might ftrengthen them in 


| their refiftance; he retained the goods. But 


a they. are fill fafely kept for ‘the owners, 
ni ati fheuld 
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fhould they either continue faithful, or feize 
his Majefty’s mercy, and return to their 
duty. 

The next paragraph of the Declaration, 
as itis not fupported by truth, is addreffed 
to the paffions. The Conorefs complain, 
with an attempt at the pathos, “ of the 
feparation of wives from ‘ their hufbands, 
*¢ children from their parents, and the aged 
‘¢ and fick from their relations and friends.” 
But is it not notorious to the whole world, 
that this sepARATION, which the Con- 
erefs affect to lament, was the neceflary 
confequence of the rebellion of their country- 
men? Did they not turround the town of 
Bofton, with an armed force, with the avowed 
intention of deftroying his Majefty’s forces, 
Generals, and Governor? And were the gates 
to be left ppen ‘‘ to let ruin enter,” as one 
of their own writers expreffes himfelf ? 


Have the people of Bofton fuffcred more 


hardfhips than the inhabitants of befieged 
towns ufually fuffer? Have they noteven 
fuffered fewer reftraints than men in their 


-fjruation had reafon to expect ? Was not Dr, 


Warren, the Chairman of the Provincial 
Congrefs, a notorious abettor of the infurrec- 
tion, a nominal General in a rebel army, 
permitted to come into Bofton, under pre- 
tence of vifiting a fick friend, on the day 
preceding the action on Bunker’s- hill, where 
he was killed in arms againit his King and 


Country? Is this a marke of thofe cruel re- 


{traints, 


ames Aine | 


firairts, thofe melancholy feparations, of 
which the Conerefs complain ? But THEIR 
bufinefs is to engage the paffions, where they 
can make no impreffion with their arguments. 
‘In thenext paragraph of their Declaration, 
the Congrefs, with their ufual want of im- 
partiality and fairnefs, mention the CONSE- 
avences of their own rebellion, es the caufe 
‘of their taking up arms. ‘ihey obferve, 
that General Gage iffved a Proclamation, 
« declaring all the inhabitants of Matfla- 
“© chufett’s-Bay rebels, fufpending the courte 
“© of the Common Law, and publifhing 
<* inftead thereof the ufe and exercife of the 
“© Law Martial *.” But, did he declare them 
rebels till they had attacked his Majefty’s 
troops, feized his forts and garrifons, befieg- 
ed his army in the capital of the Province, 
and not only interrupted the common courfe 
of juftice, but even totally apnihilated all 
legal authority? Itis with peculiar effrontery, 
that the Congrefs number the fufpention of 
the common courfe of juftice among their 
orievances, after all law and order had been 
trodden under foot by their own countrymen. 
With the fame degree of arrogant folly 
the Congrefs complain, that “ their country- 
‘© men were killed on Bunker’s-hill, that 
“© Charlestown was burnt to the oround, 
_ © that their fhips and veflels have been feized, 


* This he was authorifed todo, as civil Governor, by 
_a Law paffed in the Province, many years ago. 


G ‘© that 
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« that their fupplies of provifions have been 
“‘ intercepted, that General Carleton 1s in- 
<* ftigating the Canadians and Indians againft 
«© them, and that domeftic enemies are en- 
“couraged to attack them.” All thele 
things may certainly have happened; but 
have they not happened in confequence of 
their own rebellion? Have dey a right to 
attack others, and have others no right to 
defend themfelves?. Do the inhabitants of 
Maffachufett’s-Bay think, that asthey have 


broken through all the ties that bind the 


fubjeét to the Sovereign, the law of nature 
and of nations ought alfo to be fufpended 
to gratify heir ambition, to flatter rheir folly, 
to favour their extravagant fchemes of in- 


dependence? To the above imaginary cata- 


logue of American grievances, may be op- 


poled the juft complaints of Great-Britain, 


Have not the rebels carried their hoftilities 
to every corner againft the Parent-State, that 
firft gave them exiftence, and reared them to 
profperity? Have they not attacked her 
troops at Lexington and at Concord, fired 
upon Bofton, burnt the Light-houfe, taken 
Ticonderago and Crown Point, and even 
penetrated into Canada? And have they not 
ufed every artifice to inftigate the Savages to 
make war on their Sovereign and Mother- 
Country? Almoft all thefe injuries preceded 
the juft exertions of this Kingdom to punifh 
their rebellion. | 
<The 
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The conclufion of the Declaration, though 
laboured, contains nothing but empty de- 


clamation, and therefore merits little notice. 


The fame difregard to truth, or rather the 
fame attention to mifreprefentation, which 
diftinguifhes the reft of that ftrange compo- 
fition, is carried down to theend. They al- 
ledge, ‘* that they are reduced to the alter- 
“ native of chufing an UNCONDITIONAL fub- 
«6 miffion to tyranny, or refiltance by force.” 
The Congrefs furely forget, or it fuits THEIR 
purpoie to pafs over in filence, the favourable 
(perhaps too favourable) conditions offered to 
them; by the Refolution of the Commons, 
in the month of February laft. The terms 
couched in that Refolution were fo obvi- 
oufly advantageous to America, that the Op- 
pofition in Parliament declared them INSIDI- 
ous; or, in other words, “ too good to be 


“ fncere.”’ An amicable fettlement had . 


ceafed to have been an objeé with the De- 
magogues ABROAD 3 and it would have ruined 
the {chemes of the Faction at HOME. The 
FORMER derived their influence, confequence, 
and power, from anarchy and confufion + 
so puey could exift only in a form; the re- 
ftoration of peace and tranquility muft have 
reduced THEM to their original infignificance 5 
and as for the LATTER, rendered defperate 
by difappointed ambition, they would not 
hefitate to ruin their Country, to procure the 
“fall of their rivals. — | 


2 Such 
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Such being. the hate of opinions among 
the leaders of Faction on both fides of the 
Atlantic, ‘* refiftance by force became na- 
‘‘turally the choice of the Congrefs.” To 
deceive an unhappy people, over whofe minds 
they had eftabiifhed a temporary dominion, 
they boaft of * their perfect union, and their 
“‘ oreat INTERNAL refources ; and that fo- 
“reign affiftance is attainable.” As to the 
firft, we have no reafon to give it implicit 
credit. The fhew of unanimity, which now 
fubfifts in America, appears, from undoubted 
information, to be the effect of fear, more 
than any love for the defperate caufe of the 
rebels. Men of property are, from intereft, 
enemies to confufion ; and the intelligent, 
foreleeing the inevitable iffue of hoftilities 
again{t the invincible power of a mighty 
Empire, are averfe to a conteit, that, on 
the fide of the “Americans, muft terminate 
in ruin. But sor are terrified into filence 
by the tyranny of a mifled rabble; or their 
STILL voice 1s drowned in the.clamours of 
Faction and tumult of Party. 

The INTERNAL RESOURCES of the Ame- 
ricans are as problematical, as their unani- 
mity in rebellion. Confift thefe mighty re- 
fources in a wretched Paper-currency*, efta- 


* Thefe Parper-Resources have been very libe- 
rally exerted by the Colonifts, in the courfe of the 
year 1775. Befides the fums voted by the General 
Congrefs, the Provincial Congreffes have granted large 
fubfidies, for fupporting their refpective oppofition to 
Great-Hritain, By the moft authentic accounts, the 

following 
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blithed on no oftenfible fund of credit; and 
voted by anillegal A ffembly, whofe authority 
is feeble, on account of its novelty, and 
tranfitory, as it arifes from. temporary preju- 
dices? Should force, or even folly, ftamp: 
a domeftic value on the pafte- board dollars 
of the Congrefs, what foreign nation will re- 
ceive them for itsmanufactures and commo-: 
dities?. Are the Americans themfelves capa- 
ble of furnifhing all the great implements: 
neceflary for the profecution of war ! Can 
they fupply their armies with tents, with 
powder, with cannon, or with mufquets ‘9 
Ts any one of thefe articles manufactured im 
a fufficient quantity in America ? And how 
can they be procured in Furope, with the 
wretched currency of the General Congrefs ? ~ 

The Colonifts, had not reafon been warp- 
ed by prejudice in every part of their conduct. 
might have foreleen,, that their commencing: 


following Colonies have raifed. the fams annexed to 
each. . 


; Currency.. Sterling. 
Boca) oat) musta, in ure £+ 10,000 
South Carolina, {. 1,000,000 OT 150,000: 
WéhCrdhina? 1 ys 50,2008," OF 30,000" 
Vigmiaye fp 350,000 oF 230,000 ae 
Maryland - - - 7 100,000 ete ni ‘% 
Rhode-Ifland -.- ,- 290x990- of . 75,090 fe) 


Lhave not been able to obtain any authentic Intel- 
ligence concerning the fums rajfed im the other Colonies.. 
T may venture, however, to afirm, that the, rebellious 


Provinces have raifed, in the courfe of this year, a fum: ak 
( 
| 


equal to the amount of their whole taxes (Provincial 
as well as Parliamentary) 1N SBVEN SEARSe 
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a war deprived them inftantly of the refources 
for carrying it on. Their whole Coaft is 
lined, it is to be hoped, at this very moment, 
with our fhips of war, to put a total ftop to 
their Commerce. They have, therefore, loft 
at one ftroke their whole trade in Corn and 
Rice with Spain, Portugal, and the Medi- 
terranean; which, at a moderate computation, 
brought annually One Million Five Hundred 
‘Thoufand Pounds to North America. They 
have lott the fupplying our own Welt-India 
Tfands, as well as thofe of other nations, 
with provifions,; a branch of Commerce 
eftimated little fhort of a Million annually. 
They have loft their Fifhery, an article too 
great for computation; and they have loft 
the exportation to Great-Britain of commodi- 
ties which would not have anfwered in any 
ether market, had the fea remained open 

to their Navigation. | 
But if the Americans have little reafon to 
depend on poMesTic R esouRCES, they have 
ftill lefs to hope from rorrrcn arp. Will 
France, in the prefent ftate of her finances, 
involve herlelf in a reinous and expenfive 
war, to gratify the revenge of a Faction in 
this Country, or to favour the ambition of 
Demagogues beyond the Atlantic? Will Spain 
give her afiftance to raifeé an INDEPENDENT 
Empire in America? Will fhe encourage 
ber own American fubjects to rife againft her 
authority, by abetting the rebellion of the 
American fubjeéts of Great- Britain ? Can 
either 


per 
either Branch of the Houfe of Bourbon be 
fo blind to its own intereft, as to with to fee 
a Sovereign State erected fo near its fettle- 
ments, which, from their proximity, their 
produce, and their wealth, muft, in fuch 
a cafe, become objects of invafion, depreca- 
tion, and conqueft ?- What has either France 
or Spain to fear from THIS KINGDOM, whole 
intereft confifts folely in preferving what fhe 
has already acquired ? But have not BOTH 


every thing to fear, fhould a new Sovereignty 


{tart up in America, in which a want of re- 
fources would, in fome degree; juftity the 
providing ‘felf at the expence of wealthy 
neighbours ? ' 

Having endeavoured to terrify Great-Britain 
with their pomestic refources and FOREIGN 
aids 3 the Congrefs thinking, perhaps, they 
had gone too far, conclude with affurances, 
that ‘they have not YET determined to dif- 
««folve their union with the Mother-Country.” 
But that union, it appears from the fequel, 
mutt not be conftrued into SUBORDINATION, 
on the part of the Americans. The general 
fupremacy of the Legiflature, which by 

yervading the whole Britih Empire renders 
it ONE State, muit not, it feems, crofs the 
Atlantic, but in fuch proportions as may fuit 
the inclinations of the Conerefs. ‘* LHEY 
«¢ have taken up arms,” as they openly avow, 
“6 acainft that Supremacy 5” and ‘ THEy will 


© not jay them down ull hoftilities fhall ceafe 
“on the part of Great-Britain.” ‘This is the. 


Ulumatum 


- 
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Ultimatum offered by the Congrefs: “With- 
draw your armies, recal your fleets, and you 
may have peace from the Americans , fors. 


> 


as “they fight not for conquelt,” they do 
not vET meab to transfer hoftilities into the 
heart of thefe kingdoms ! . 

The haughty Monarch who dreamt of uni- 
verfal monarchy in the laft century, could: 
fcarcely have expreffed himfelf in more In- 
folent terms to the petty Princes furrounding 
his dominions, than the Congrefs have done 
to the powerful Empire to which they owe 
the allegiance of fubjects. Some allowance 
ought to be made for THEIR ignorance, and 
a great deal for the petulance of men new 
to coniequence and authority; but, even in 
that cafe, the infolence of the Declaration 18 
calculated to raife indignation, as well as 
contempt. The Congrels, however, are only 
the echoes of a defperate Faction in this 
Kingdom, who have uniformly, in their pub- 
lic exhibitions, degraded the ftrength, power, 
and authority of Great-Britain, to exalt 
America on the ruins. With an effrontery 
witheut example in any other age or nation, 
THESE MEN affume the name of Patriots, 
yet lay the honour, digniy, and rept ich 
of their Country under the feet of her rebel- 
lious fubjects. With a peculiar refinement 
on Parricide, they bind the hands of the 
Moruer, while they plant a dagger in thofe 
of the DaucuTer, to ttab her to the hearts 
and, to finifh the horrid picture, they fimile 


at 


Feo. 
at the mifchief they have done, and look 


round to the fpeClators for applaute. 
It appears, upon the whole, that the De- 


claration, which ought to contain all the 
argument in favour of the Americans, Con- 
‘tains, in faét, nothing that does not militate 
- againft their caufe. The right of taxing all 
the fubjeéts of the Empire, for the ceneral 
 fupport of the State, is a parc of that Supre- 
macy which the firlt principles of the Contti- 
tution have vetted in the Britith Legiflature. 
This Supremacy has been exerted by Par- 
liament, and admitted by the Americans, ever 
 fince their anceftors migrated from thefe king- 
_ doms. If they now deny it, by that very 
 aét they ceafe to be fubjects, and become re- 
bels. But granting, for the fake of argument, 
that Taxation is no part of the fupremacy © 
_ Parliament, the very conduct of the Ame- 
* vicans not only juftifies, but even renders it 
abfolutely neceffary, that a precedent fhould 
( be made. They own, ~<«¢ that their internal 
_  refources are great.” The inability of con- 
 trjbuting to the neceffities of a State, from 
whom they have derived their origin, their 
 fupport, their protection, and their profpe- 
rity, is no longer 4 pretence; and if they 
will give no Revenue 4s fubjeéts, they owe 
a debt as allies. They affect to maintain 
armies by land; they threaten to fend fleets 
OW to fe2; they alledge, that their refources are 
capable of fupporting a rebellion againft the 
— Mother-Countrys yet they juftify that re- 
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bellion by the demand made by the Mother- 
Country, for their bearing a part of their 
OWN FUTURE EXPENCES, 

That the rormER expences of America 
have drawn from Great-Britain an incredible 
treafure, may be feen from the following au- 
thentic eftimate. We fhall begin this eftimate 
with the acceffion of the Houle of Hanover 
to the Throne of thefe Kingdoms. 
from the year 1714 to the year £: 5. ae 

1775, the money voted by Par- 
.diament, for the forces employ- 

ed in defence of the Colonies, 


amounts to - - - 8,779,925 3 18S 
Grantsin Parliament, for rewards, 
encouragement, and indemni- 
fication to the Americans, 


during the Jaftwar - - 1,088,771 11 9% 
Bounties on American commodi- 


tiestothe end of 1774 - - 1,609,345 3 92 
Sums granted to the Colonies, — | 
for the fupport of their Civil 
Government and Provincial 
Forces - - - - 3,835,900 7. 4% 
Extraordinary expences for forts, 
garrifons, ordnance  ftores, 
‘tranfports, carriages, provifions, 
_may be eftimated equal to the } 
expences of the forces - 8,779:925 3 Itt 
Expences of fleets and naval . 
ftations employed and eftablith- 
ed in America for its defence | 
may be eflimated at - - 10,000,000 00 02 
Annual prefents to the American 
Indians, for abftaining from 
hoftilities againft the Colonies, : 
and for the ceflion of lands, - 610,000 00 0@ 
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To this amazing fum might be added, 
by implication, the other expences of the 
two laft Wars. The rormerR of tHofe wars 
was undertaken for the protection of the 
American Commerce, OF rather American 
sMUGGLING, to the Spanifh Colonies. We 
entered into the LaTTeR for the defence of 
the Colonifts; we carried it on for their fecu- 
rity ; and rerminated it for their soe advan- 
tase. The two laft Wars have coft this 
Country, at a moderate computation, ONE 
HUNDRED AND FIFTY MILLIONS. To this 
extraordinary wafte of treafure, what have 
the Colonies to oppofe to balance the ac- 
count? Is it a languid Commerce, which 
fcarcely makes its returns once in three 
years ? 

We have heard much (indeed, a great deal 
‘too much) of this Commerce from factious 
men on both fides of the Atlantic. This is 
the mighty engine which they wield over 
the heads of the ignorant 5 the great bug- 
“bear with which they terrify the timid. To 
eftimate the value of the American trade with 
any degree of precifion, 1s impoflible. The 
accounts kept in the Cuftom-houle are no 
authorities. . When exports pay no-duty, 4 
door is opened to falle entries. ‘The vanity 
of fome Merchants, the intereft of others, 


too frequently ‘aduce them to magnify, 


beyond meafure, the quantity of their export 


trade. Befides, the mercantile abettors of 


_ American -efiftance thought they ferved the 


Colonies, 


Lye: a 

Colonies, whilft they gratified their own pri- 
vate views. We may contlude, that the 
Commerce with North-America has been 
greatly over-rated, as the TOTAL Loss Of it 
has wor affected this Kingdom. We ought, 
perhaps, to afcribe to ITS INSIGNIFICANCE 
what we are taught to attribute to an IN- 
CREASE in other channels of trade. 

Like all monopolies, the Commerce with 
North-America, fuch as it has been, was 
much more profitzble to the Merchant, than _ 
advantageous to the Manufacturer. One-third 
of this commerce with any Srate in Europe 
(from which the returns are annual) would 
have brought equal profit tothe manufacturer, 
and would have enabled him to employ an 
equal number of hanas. . Political impoftors 
will not fail to advance magnificent fictions 
on this head, andthe ignorant cannot ceale to 
give them credit. On a fubject where proofs 
are fo dificult to be obtained, one may_ha- 
zard aconjecture. The moncy expended by 
this Nation upon America, for the pRoTEc- 
tron of HER inhabitants and the ENcou- 


- RAGEMENT of HER Commerce, would have 


been more than fufficient to purchafe ati the 
manufactures ever exported fromGreat- Britain 
to the Colonies now in rebellion. I mean 
not to include, in this conjectural eltimate, 
any fums expended by us in any OTHER 
part of the world during the two laft (truly 
American) Wars. 

The 


4 
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The Americans, with a degree of folly 
{earce excufeable in the moft confummate 
ignorance, claim a merit with Great-Britain, 
for the Revenue arifing from impotts laid upon 
fome of their commodities, in THIS Kingdom. 
The chief of thefe are Rice and Tobacco. 
The Revenue arifing from Rice is {0 infigni- 
icant that it {carce deferves to be mentioned. 
It never amounted, at the higheft computa 


tion, to ten thoufand pounds in any ons year. 


Tobacco, when re-exported, pays N° duty $ 
and it is a matter of great doubt, whether 
the frauds committed in the drawbacks may 
not nearly balance the oftenfible Revenue 
arifing to the State from the home conlump- 
tion. 01 ) 

But, granting a great Revenue fhould arife 
from Rice and Tobacco to the State, what 


favour ‘do we owe to our Colonies on that 


head? That Revenue is paid by OURSELVES. 
The Tax 15 on the Confume:, and not upon 
the Planter. Should Siberia fupply us with 
Rice and Tobacco, the price would not pro- 
bably be greater to the Confumer, nor the 
Revenue lefs to the State. If the Americans 
‘claim any merit from thofe Taxes, what do 
we nor owe to the Emperor of China? 
The Revenue from Tea is much more Con: 


 fiderable than that from Rice and Tobacco. 


¥ 
; 
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A Congrefs at Pekin might accufe us of in- 


gratitude on this fubject, with as much jul- 


tice as the Affembly lately fitting at Phila- 


H It 


[ 


It is evident, from the above ftate of facts, 
that the Colonies have no claim to an ex- 
emption from Taxation, on account of any 
advantage that has accrued to this country 
from their commerce. But Taxationhas now 
ceafed to be any part of the difpute. It goes 
to the whole authority of the Mother-Country. 
The Americans offer no longer the very name 
of Obedience. But why fhould I fpeak of 
Obedience? This very Concress, whofe - 
Declaration is the fubject of this difquifition, 
have paffed a Votre or INDEPENDENCE *, 
They have long acted as rebels, they now 
affect to contend as enemies. Their abettors 
in this Kingdom are no ftrangers to this 
circumftance ; yet they dignity avowed re- 
bellion with thetitle of *“* a GLORIOUS STRUG- 
GLE FOR FREEDOM.” ‘ 

Such is the conduct of the Americans, to 
which that of Great-Britain has all along 


* When this Vote wascarried, the Provinces flood as 


follows : 

For Independence. Againft it. 
Mafiachufet’s Bay New York 
Connecticut New Jerfey 
WNew-Hampthire Lower Counties 
Pennfylvania North Carolina 
Virginia Maryland. 


South-Carolina 
Rhode-Hland. 


This was the State of the Vote, on the firft day. 
But, on the fecond day, Mr. Dickenfon, arreR RE- 
FLECTION ON HIS PILLOW, retracted, and carried off 
the Penniylvania Delegates. There being then an 
equality of voices, the queftion went of, for the time. 

formed 


ATE TOM 


formed a ftriking contraft. With the indul- 
' gence and patience of a Parent, fhe foothed, 


flattered, and even courted them to a recon- 
ciliation. - In pity to the weaknefs, in conde- 
fcenGon to the folly, in confideration to the 
prejudices of a froward child, fhe held out the 
olive- branch, when fhe ought, perhaps, to have 
fretched forth the rod of correction. Her 


pity, ber kindnefs, and affection, were loft 


upon the Americans. They advanced rapidly 
from claim to claim, and conftrued her for- 
bearance into timidity. Fach At that was 
repealed furnithed a fubjett for triumph, and 
not an object for oratitude. Each conceffion 
became the foundation of fome new demand, 
till, at length, by affuming all to themfelves 
by rebellion, they left the Mother-Country 


nothing to beftow. 


In this fituation of affairs, Great- Britain 
muft purfve one of two lines of conduct, with 
regard to her refractory Colonies. She muft 
either put up with the lofs of ALL her ex- 
pence, and emancipate them for ever, or re- 
duce them to that {tate of dependence which 
fubjects owe to the fupreme authority ip every 


Empire. As the latter line muft of neceflity 


be purfued, it ought to be purfued with a 


mixture of fpirit and prudence. TO be in 
every refpect in a eondition to.force, equita- 
ble terms, is the beft fecurity for their being 


voluntarily offered. But fhould terms be 


offered by the rebels, the Ricuts of THIS 
Country muft be more regarded in the ac- 
i 2 commo- 


Oa Laver 
commodation, than the cLarms of AMERICA. 
To permit the Colonies to Gain by one re- 
bellion, is to fow the feeds of another. But 
if the Colonies, as communities, are not per- 
mitted to gain by their refractory conduct, 
I am far from wifhing that individuals fhould 
éofe any part of their rights as Britifh jubjects. 
To propofe a plan to the Americans, in 
their prefent political frenzy, would be to 
{peak to the winds. To make them /éfs free ~ 
than the other fubjects of the State, can never 
be the defign of this Country. To obtain 
greater privileges, can fcarcely be their own 
defign. \f they are not madly bent on inde- 
pendence, let them propofe the conditions 
on which they wifh tocontinue fubjects. But 
if they are to continue fubjects, they muft 
y perform their duty as fuch, and contribute 
a7 toward the expence of the State, for the 
oe ay general protection. The Legiflature of this 
| Kingdom cannot poffibly relinquifh any part 
| of its fupremacy over the Colonies; but itis _ 
al in the power of the Colonies to fhare in that 
i - fupremacy. If they complain of being taxed 
eter tos without having the privilege of fending 
Set ll Members to Parliament, let them be repre- 
oe if ~ fented. Nay, more: Tet their reprefentation 
increafe in proportion to the Revenue they 
fhall furnifh. If they wifh rather to vote 
their quota towards the general fupply, 
| through their own General Courts and Af- 
- femblies, the refolution of Parliament on 
that fubject is ftill open to their choice. 
But 
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us An ACCOUNT of what SUMS have been GRANTED to the different PROVINCES in NORTH-AMERICA, as far as appears from the 
Peer Wer ES for the SUPPORT of te CIVIL GOVERNMENT of each PROVINCE, diftinguifhing each Year. And alfo of what 
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SUMS have been GRANTED for the SUPPORT of the PROVINCIAL FORCES in NORTH-AMERICA. 


WEST-FLORIDA. re Wie ee ee Oe A 


Rewards and Compen- 
fations. 


SOUTH 
CAROLINA. | 


- NOVA-SCOTIA. | EAST-FLORIDA. 


- * Civil Government. Civil Government. 


CeO verry Vf ( NEW-YORK. CAROLINA. GEORGI A. 
Bsns een Thee aa | } Not diftinguithed whe- 
} ther North or South, 


Forces. Setling and Securing. } Military. 


Civil Government. © Forces. 
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But as long as they affume the language 
of a Sovereign State, this Kingdom can en- 
ter into no negociation, can meet no com- 
promife. Nations, as well as individuals, 
have a charaéter, a certain dignity, which 
they muft preferve at the ‘rifque of their 
exiftence. Great-Britain has obeyed the 
— di€tates of humanity beyond the limits pre- 
- feribed by her reputation. ‘To tempt her 
further, is full of peril, as her indignation 
begins to rife. She has long had reafon to 
complain of American ingratitude 5 and fhe 
will not bear longer with American injuftice. 
The dangerous refentment of a great people 
is ready to burft forth. They already begia 
to afk, with vehemence, Is this the return 
we ought to expect from Colonies, whom 
with parental indulgence we have cherifhed 
in infancy, protected in youth, and reared to 
manhood? Have we {pent in their caufe fo 
much treafure, and have they the ingratitude 
to refufe to bear a fmall portion of our bur- 

dens? Have we fpile fo much of the blood 
of their enemies, aud do they repay uo by 
imbruing their-hands in our own? The law 
ot God and of Nature is on the fide of an 


| indulgent Parent, again{t an undutiful Child; 
_ and fhould neceflary correction render him 
Ke incapable of future offence, he has only his 


f own obitinacy and foily to blame. 
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An ACCOUNT of MONEY Voted for the 
aL. FORCES employed in the Defenceof AMERICA 
. 1 fince the ACCESSION of the FAMILY of 


HANOVER; diftinguifhing each Yrar. 
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The Sums granted for the ex- 
traordinary Expences of the 
Army, Forts, Ordnance Stores, 
Tranfports, Carriages, Provi- 
fions, are fo much difperfed 
through the Accounts of the 
various Offices, that it was found 
very difficult, if not impofible, — 
to extract the particulars. The t 
oeneral Eftimate Is - - 8,776.92 112 

The fameObfervation may be made eee 06 
with regard to the Navy: ‘The 
Expences of the Ships employed 
in North-America, are fo much 
blended with the other Expences 
of the Navy, that it is impof- 
fible to feparate them. At the 
moft moderate Computation 
they may be eflimated at - - 10,000,000 © © 

- Money laid out in Indian Prefents, 
in holding Congrefles, and in 

_ purchafing ceffions of Jand, may 
Letefimated at, =3)>)%= om = 610,000 0 ©O 
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An Account of Bounties on American Commodities. 


bi fa gd: 
Bounty on Indico from 1749 to 3 | 

1773 paid by Great Britain - 145,022 3 4} 
Bounty on Hemp and Flax paid 

under the A&of 4 Geo. iif. 

ch. 2. from 1766 to 1772 = 5560 8 7% 
Bounty on |mportation of Naval 

Stores from Ameriza, purfuant 

to the Act of the 3d of Queen | 

Anne, from 1706 to1729_ - 430,173 4 6 
Under the Aé of 2d Geo. il. from | 

1729 to 1774 * hee eh tO S584. 5 Fe 3 


1,6093345 3 9% 


P Son} 
Befides other Bonnties granted on 
Raw Silk, 
Pipe Staves. 
Hogthead Staves, 
Barrel Staves, 


Pipe, Hogthead, or Barrel-Heading 


Total of Money laid out by Great- 
Britain on the Revolted Provin- 
ces, fince the Acceffion of the 
Houle of Hanover -. = 34,697,142 10 102 


Shae 
ACTS ¢ftablifbing the SUPREMACY of PARLIA- 
MENT over AMERICA, 

1. By 12 Ch. II. ch, £8, anno 1660. Tobacco not 
to be tranfported from America, except to England, 
or Plantations belonging to his Majeily, under the pe- 
nalty of forfeiting thip and goods, &c, 

z. By 15 Ch. HW. No Kuropean goods to be im- 
ported into any of the Plantations, except on Englith- 
buil: thips, whereof the matter and three-fourths of the 
men are Unglith.---Duty laid on fea-coals fent to the 
Plantation-, by the roth feGtion of faid AQ. By 22 and 
2; Cn. IL Plantation goods not to be carried to Ire 
Jan., and penalsries inflifted for unloading them, 
otherwiie than in England 

3. by zsth Ch. it. The exportation of Plantation 
comin, dities farther reftrained, 

4. By 13 and i4-Ch, i. fee. 12. Same reftraints 
extend to Molailes and Rice, 

By7 and 8 Wm. lil. fec. 16. An A& for preventing 
Frauds, and regulating the Plantation-trade— Se@ion 
15 prohibits any bowy,’ laiming lands by Charter 
Or Letters-pitent on the Continent of America, from 
felling their propetty to any ‘perion, othbrwite than 
natural-born iubj ts of England, lheland, Wales, and 
Town of Berwick upon Tweed, without the confent of 
his Majetty, heirs, ana fucceffors. Ve 

By 7 and 8 Wm. [41. fec. 6, Officers of Cuftoms to 
have the. jame power in America, as jn England,---See, 
9 direéts thatall By-laws and Culloms in America cons 
trary 


rises] 


trary to faid AG, or any other A& to be made in Eng- 
land, fhall be void. 
8 Geo. I. ch. 15. fec. 24. Furs required to be 
brought from the Plantations to Great Britain. 

G. Il. ch. 7. Lands in the Plantations made 
liable to the payment of Debts. 

G. II. ch.22. Hats not to be exported from one 


Plantation to another. | 
13 Geo. II. ch. 7. Naturalizing all Foreigners, even 
Jews, who fhall refide feven years in the Colonies. 


————— ane 


ACTS complained of by th AMERICANS 
IN My. GRENVILLE’ Admini/iration. 
4G. lil. ch. 34. Paper Bills in the Plantations de- 
clared void. 
j —Ea ae 
UNDER the Adminiftration of Lord RocKINGHAM 
~ and the Duke of GRAFTON. 
6. Geo. III. c. 2. The Declaratory A& of the Supre- 


macy of Great-Britain. 
G. Ill. ch. 41. Cuftoms and Duties in the 
Britith Colonies put under the management of the 


Commiffionsrs refiding there. 
a Ee as 


UNDER the Adminiftration of Lord CHATHAM 
and the Duke of GRAFTON. 
4 Geo. HI. 59. Sufpending all proceedings 
of the Council of New York, till provifion be made 
for the Briuifh troops. . 


8 Geo. III. ch. 22. A& for more eafy recovery of 


Penalties inflicted by the Aéts relating to Trade, and 
the Revenues: in the Plantations. 
———— nme 
ACT Stef PARLIAMENT fer impofing 
| Taxes on America. 
12 Ch. If. ch. 4. Tonnage and Poundage extend- 


eto all his Majefty’s Dominions, without exception. 


25 Ch, 


ae 


z5 Ch. Il. ch. 7. fec.2. If Bonds are not given 
to: land the goods imported from America, in Eng- 
land, &c. then feveral duties to be impofed, collected 
under the direction of the Odicers of the Cuftoms in 
England. 

g Ann. ch. 190.—Poft-Office. _ 

g Ann. ch. 27, Lays a duty on Prize goods 
carried to America. 

3 Geo. Il. ch. 28. fec, 25. The Half-Subfidy to 
be paid on Rice from Carolina to Cape Finifterre-— 
8 Geo, I. ch. 19. The fame extended to Georgia, and 
continued down. by. fubfequent Ads. 

6 Geo. Il. ch. 13, Upon the Importation of Rum, 
Sugar, and Molafies into America, feveral duties to be 
paid. 


ACTS complained of by th AMERICANS, 
IN Mr. GRENVILLE’s Adminiftration. 
4 Geo. IIf. ch. 15. Certain Rates and Duties on 


foreign goods imported into the Colonies. 
5 Geo. IH. Poitage of Letters. 


IN the Adminifiration of Lord RockINGHAM and 
the Duke of GRAFTON. — 


6 Geo. Til. ch. 52. Alterations made in the A& of 
the 4th of Geo, III. 


IN the Adminiftratian of Lord CHATHAM and 
the Duke of GRAFTON. 


7 Geo. IIf. ch. 46. Duties laid on the importation 
of certain goods imported into the Colonies. | 


UNDER Lord Nortn’s Adminifiration. 


10 Geo HI, The above AG repealed, except as to 
Tea, 
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REPRESENTATIVES © 
1: . OF THE | 
UNITED COLONIES or NORTH AMERICA, 
NOW are IN 
GENERAL CONGRESS at PHILADELPHIA, 


SETTING FORTH THE 


Causts AND NECESSITY OF THEIR TAKING up. ARMS, 


¥¢ \ 
I; it was pofible for men who exercife their 
ft reafon-te believe, that the Divine Author of our 
exiftence intended a part of the human race to hold 


if : 3 i 
-< an abfolute property in, and an unbounded power. 


over others, marked out by his infinite goodnefs 
and wifdom as the objects of a legal domination, 
never rightfully refiftible, however fevere and op- 
-preflive; the inhabitants of thefe Colonies might 
at leaft require from the Parliament of Great Bri- 


NY ain fome evidence, that this ‘dreadful authority 


f over them has been granted to that body. Buta 
reverence for our Great Creator, principles of bu- 


) -imanity, and the dictates of common fenfe, mult 


} 


convince al} thofe who reflect upon the {ubject 
that Government was inftituted to promote the 
, | . welfare 


a i ee 
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welfare of mankind, and ought to be admini-. 
fered for the aitainmont of that end. The Le- 


‘ giflature -f Great Britain howev-r, ftimulated by 


an inordinate paffion tor a power not only unjufti- 
fable, but which they know to be peculiarly 
reprobated by the very conflitution of that King- 
dom, and defperate of fuccefs in any mode of con- 
teft, where regard fhould be had to truth, law, or 
right, have at length, deferting thof., attempted to 
effect their cruel and impolitic purpole of enflav- 
ing thefe Colonies by violence, and have thereby 
rendered it neceflary for us to clofe with their laft © 
appeal from reafon to arms.--- Yet, however blind- 
ed that Aflembly may be, by their intemperate rage 
for unlimited domination, fo to flight juflice and 
the opinion of mankind, we efteem ourfelves 
bound by obligations of refpect to the reft of the 
world, to make known the juftice of our caufe. 
Our forefathers, inhabitants of the ifland of 
Great Britain, left their native land, to feek on 
thefe fhores a refidence for civil and ‘religious free- 
dom. At the expence of their blood, at the 
hazard of their fortunes, without the leaft charge 
to the country from which they removed, by un- 
ceafing labour, and an unconquerable fpirit, they 
effected fettlements in the diftant and inhofpitable 
wilds of America, then filled with numerous and 
warlike nations of barbarians. Societies or go- 
vernments, vefted with perfect lcgiflatures, were 
formed under Charters from the Crown, and an 
harmonious intercourfe was eftablifhed between 
the Colonies and the Kingdom from which they 
derived their origin, ‘The mutual benefits of this 
union became in a fhort time fo extraordinary, as 
to excite aftonifhment. It is univerfally con- 
f-fled, that the amazing increafe of the wealth, 
firength, and navigation of the realm arofe from 
this fource; and the Minifter who fo wifely 
and fuccefsfully direéted the meafures of Great 
| Britata 


- 
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Britain in the late war, publickly declared, 


that thefe Colonies enabled her to triumph over 


her enemies.---Towards the conclufion of that 
‘war it pleafed our Sovereign to make a change 
in his Councils.---From that fatal moment the 
affairs of the Britifh Empire began to fall into 
confufion, and gradually fliding from the fummit 
of glorious profperity, to which they had been 
advanced by the virtues and abilities of one 
man, are at length diftraGted by the convulfions 
that now fhake it to its deepeft foundation. ‘The 
new Miniftry finding the brave foes of Britain, 
though frequently defeated, yet ftill contending, 
took up the unfortunate idea of granting them 
a hafty peace, and of then fubduing her faithful 
fracas pit py ck OS, RPI VR 
_ Thefe devoted Colonies were judged to be in 
fuch a ftate; as to prefent vidtories without blood- 
fhedy; and all the eafy emoluments of ftatuteable 
plunder. The uninterrupted tenor of their peace- 
able and refpectful-behaviour from the beginning 
of Colonization, their dutiful, zealous, and ufe- 
ful fervices during the'war, tho’ fo recently and 
amply acknowledged in the moft honourable 
manner by his Majetty, by the late King, and 
by Parliament, could not fave them from the me- 
ditated innovations, Parliament was -influenced 
to adopt the pernicious project, and afluming a 
new power over them, have, in the courfe of eleven 
years, given fuch decifive fpecimens of the {pirit 
and confequences attending this power, as to leave 
no doubt concerning the effects of acquiefcence 
under it. They have undertaken to give and grant 


our money without our content, tho’ we haveever — 
 exercifed an exclufive right to difpofe of our own. 


property. Statutes have been pafled for extending 


the jurifdiGion of Courts of Admiralty and Vice- 

| Admiralty beyond their antient limits, for depriv- | 

ing es of the accultomed and inetimable privi-. 
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lege of trial by Jury in cafes affecting both life 


and property ; for fufpending the legiflature of one 
of the Colonies; for interdiéting all commerce 
‘ef another; and for altering fundamentally the 
form of govérnment, eftablifhed by charter, and 
fecured by Adts of its own Legiflature folemnly 
confirmed by the Crown; for exempting the 
« Murderers” of Colonifts from legal trial, and, 
in. effects from punifhment; for erecting in a 
neighbouring Province, acquired by the joint 
arms of Great Britain and America, a defpotifnma 
dangerous to our very exiftence ; and for quartering, 
foldiers upon the Colonifts in time of profound 
peace. It has alfo been refolved in Parliament, 
that Colonifts charged with committing certain 
offences, fhall be tranfported to England to be 
tried. 
But why fhould we enumerate our injuries if 
detail? By one Statute it is declared, that Parlia- 
ment can ‘‘ of right make laws to bind us in 
all cafes whatfoever.” What is to defend us 
again{t fo enormous, fo unlimited a power? Not 
a fingle man of thofe who affume it, is chofen 
by us, or is fubject to our controul or influence 5 
but, on the contrary, they are all of them exempt: 
from the operation of duch laws 5 and an American 
revenue, if not diverted from the oftenfible pur- 
pofes for which it is raifed, would actually Jightem 
their own burdens in proportion as they increafe 
ours. We faw the mifery to which fuch defpo- 
tifm would reduce us. We for ten years ince{- 
fantly and inefteclually befieged the Throne as fup- 
plicants; we reafoned, we remonftrated with Parlia- 
ment in the moft mild and decent language. But, 
Adminifiration, fenfible that we thould regard, thefe 
oppreflive meafures as freemen ought to do, fent 
over ficets and armies to enforce them. ‘The in- 
dignation of the Americans was roufed, it is trues 
but it was the indignation of a virtuous, loyal, and. 
. affectionate 
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affectionate people. A Congrefs of Delegates from 
the United Colonies was aflembled at Philadelphia, 
on the 5th day of laft September.. We refolved 
again to offer an humble and dutiful Petition to. 
the King, and alfo addrefled our fellow-fubjects 
of Great-Britain, We have purfued every tempe- 
rate, every refpectful meafure; we have even pro- 


ceeded to break off our commercial intercourfe »— 


with our. fellow-fubjects, as the lat peaceable ad" 
monition, that our attachment to no nation upon 
earth fhould fupplant our attachment to liberty. 
This we flattered ourfelves was the ultimate ftep: 
of the controverfy ; but the fubfequent events have 
fhewn, how vain is this hope of finding moderation 
in our enemies. Nas 
Several threatening expreffions againft the Co- 
lonies were inferted in his Majefty’s Speech. Our. 
Petition, though we were told it was a decent 
one, that his Majefty had been pleafed to receive 
it gracioufly, and to promife laying it before his 
Parliament, was huddled into both Houfes amongft 
a bundle of American papers, and there neglected. 
The Lords and Commons in their Addrefs, in the 
month of February, faid, That “a rebellion at 


that time actually exifted within the Province of 


Maffachufet’s Bay ; and that thofe concerned in 
it had been countenanced and encouraged by-un-— 
lawful combinations and engagements, entered in- 
to by his Majefty’s fubjeéts in feveral of the other 
Colonies ; and therefore they befought his Majelty, 
that he would take the moi effe€tual meafures to 
enforce due obedience to the laws and authority 
of the Supreme Legiflature.” Soon after the 
commercial ‘ntercourfe of whole Colonies, with 

foreign countries, and with each other, was cut 0 
.by an Act of Parliament ; by another,. feveral of 
them were entirely prohibited from the fifheries in 
the feas near their coafts, on which. they always 
depended for their fuftenance 5. and. large rein- 
\ + cea forcements> 


. * 


— 


farcements of fhips and troops wére immediately 
ient over to General Gage. 

Fruitlefs were all the entreaties, arguments and 
eloguence of an illuftrious band of the moft diftin- 
guilhed Peers and Commoners, who nobly and ftre- 
nuoutly: afferted the juftice of our caufe, to ftay 


er even to mitigate the heedlefs fury with which 


thefe accumulated and unexampled outrages were 


burried on. Equally fruitlefs was the interference - 


of the City of London, of Briftol, and many ether 


refpectable towns, in our favour.. Parliament 
adopted an infidious manoeuvre, calculated to di-- 
vide us, to efiablifh a perpetual auction of taxations, ° 


where Colony fhould bid againft Colony, all of 
them uninformed what ranfom fhould redeem their 
lives, and thus to extort from us, at the point of 


the bayonet, the unknown fums that fhould be 


fufficient to gratify, if poffible to gratify, Minifte- 
rial rapacity, with the miferable indulgence left 


to us of raifing in our own mode the prefcribed ’ 


tribute. What terms more rigid and humiliating 
could have been dictated by remorielefs victors to 


conquered enemies? In our circumftances, to ac-. 


cept them would be to deferve them. 


Soon after the intelligence of thefe proceedings » 


arrived on this Continent, General Gage, who in 
the courfe of the Jaft year had taken poffeffion of 
the town of Bofton, in the province of Maffachu- 
fet’s-Bay, and {till occupied it as a garrifon, on the 
1gth day of April fent out from that place a large 


detachment of his army, who made an unprovoked » 


affault on the inhabitants of the faid province, at the 
town of Lexington, as appears by the affidavits of 
agreat number of perfons, fome of whom were 


officers and foldiers of that detachment, murdered 


eight of the inhabitants, and wounded ‘many 


others, From thence the troops proceeded in > 


warlike array to the town of Concord, where they - 
fet upon another party of the inhabitants of the . 


fame 


. 
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fame Province, killing feveral, and wounding 
more, until compelled to retreat by the country: 
people fuddenly aflembled to repel this cruel ag- 
greffion. Hoftilities thus commenced by the Bri- 
tifh troops, have been fince prafecuted by them 
without regard to faith or reputation, ‘he in- 
habitants of Bofton being confined within that 
town by the General their Governor, and having 
in order to procure their difmiffion entered into a. 
treaty with him, it was ftipulated that the faid 
inhabitants, having depofited their arms with 
their own Magittrates, fhould have liberty ta de- 
part, taking with them their other effects. They 
accordingly delivered up their arms; but in open: 
violation of honour, in defiance of the obligation. 
ef treaties, which even favage nations efteem fa- 
ered, the Governor ordered the arms depofited 
as aforefaid, that they might be preferved for thein 
ewners,.to be feized by a body of foldiers ; de- 
tained the greateft part of the inhabitants in the 
town, and compelled the few wha were permitted: 
to retire, to leave their moft valuable effects be= 
hind. ae 
_ By this perfidy wiyes are feparated from their 
hufbands, children from their parents, the aged 
and fick from their relations and friends, who 
with to attend and comfort them ; and thofe who 
ave been ufed to live in plenty, and even. elé= 
gance, are reduced to deplorable diftrels.. ; 

The General, further emulating his Minifte- 
rial mafters, by a proclamation, bearing date on: 
the rath day of June, after venting the crofieft 


falfehoods and calumnies againtt the good people of 


thefe Colonies, proceeds to “ declare them all, 
either by name or. defcription, to be rebels and 
traitors, to fuperfede the coyrfe of the common: 


law, and inftead thereof to publith: and order the: 
ufe and exercife of the law martial.’”’—His-troops: 


have butchered opr. countrymen 5 have wantonly, 
| burnt. 


: 


Ww 


burnt Charles Town, befides a confiderable number. 
of houfes in other places; our fhips and. veflels 


are feized ; the neceifary fupplies of provifions are 
intercepted, and he is exerting his utmoft. power 
to fpread deftruction and devaftation around him. 


We 


have received certain inteliigence, that 


General Carleton, the Governor of Canada, is 
inftigating the people of that Province and the In- 
dians to fall upon us; and we have but too much 
reafon to apprehend, that fchemes have been form- 
ed to excite domeftic enemies againft us. In 
brief, a part of thefe Colonies now feels, and all 
of them are fure of feeling, as far as the vengeance 
of Adminiftration can infli@ them, the complicated 
calamities of fire, (word and famme. We are re- 
duced to the alternative of chufing an uncondi- 
tional fubmiffion to the tyranny: of irritated Mi- 
-nifters, or refiftance by force. “The latter is our. 


choice. 


We have counted the coft of this con- 


teft, and find nothing fo dreadful as voluntary 


flavery. 


tamcly 


Honour, jufice and humanity, forbid us- 
to furrender that freedom which we re- 


ceived from our gallant anceftors. and which our 
jnnocent pofterity have a rightto receive from us. 
We cannot endure the infamy and-guilt of refign= 
~ing fucceeding generations to that wretchednefs 


which inevitably awaits them, if we bafely entail 
hereditary bondage upon them. "4 


Our 


.; 


caufe is jufi: our union is perfect: our 
Pp j 


4nternal refources are great, and if neceflary, fo- 
reign affiftance is undoubtedly: attainable. We 
gratefully acknowledge, as fignal inftances of: Di- 
vine favour towards us, that his Providence would 
not permit us to be called into this fevere contro~ 


verily, 


until we-were grown up to our prefent 


ftengta, had been previoufly exercised in warlike 
operations, and poffefled of the means of defending” 
eur(elves. With hearts fortified with thefe animat= 


ing refleions, we moft folemnly before God and 


the 


ae 
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the world declare, that, exerting the utmoft ener- 

y of thofe powers which our beneficent Creator 
hath. graciouily beftowed upon us, the arms we 
have been compelled by our enemies to aflume, we 
will, in defiance of every hazard, with unabat- 
ing firmnefs and perfeverance, employ for the pre- 
{ervation of our liberties, being with one mind re~ 
folved to die freemen rather than to live flaves. 

Left this Declaration fhould difquiet the minds 
of our friends and fellow- fubjeéts in any part of the 
empire, we aflure them, that we mean not to dif- 
folve that union which has fo long and fo hap- 
pily fubfifted between us, and which we fincerely 
with to fee reftored. NN eceffity has not yet driven 
us into that defperate mealure, or induced us to 
excite any other nation to war againit them. 
We have not raifed armies with ambitious defigns 
of feparating from Great Britain, and eftablifhing 

_independant fates. We fight not for glory or for 
eonqueft. We exhibit to mankind the remarkable 
fpectacle of a people attacked by unprovoked ene- 
mies, without any imputation, or even fufpicion 
of offence. “They boat of their privileges and 
civilization, and yet proffer no milder conditions 
than fervitude or death. 

In our own native land, in defence of the 
freedom that is our birthright, and which we 
ever enjoyed till the late violation of it; for the 
protection of our property, acquired folely by the 
honeft induftry of our forelathcis and ourtelves, 
againtt violence actually offered, we “have taken 
up arms. We fhall lay them down when hofti- 
lities fhall ceafe on the part of the aggreflors, and 
all danger of their being renewed fhall be re- 
moved,—-and not before. a 

With an humble confidence in the mercies of 
the Supreme and Impartial Judge and Ruler of the 
Univerle, we moft devoutly implore his divine 
-goodnets to conduct us happily through this great 

consict 


si 
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confliG, to difpofe our adverfaries te reconcilias- 


tion on reafonable terms, and thereby to relieve the: 
Empire from the calamities of. civil war. 


By Order of Coneress, ony 


JOHN HANCOCK, Presrpenr. 


Attefted,. 
CHARLES THOMPSON, Secrerary. 


Philadelphia, July. 6, 2775- 


Set 


Since the firft Publication of the preceding 
Pamphlet, the following Articles came to 
the hands of the Author.. If any addi- 
tional proof was neceffary to eftablifh the 
juftnefs of his obfervations on the Rrra. 
DESIGNS of the Americans, he apprehends 

+ itis furnifhed by this Paper. The Reader 

ig requefted to compare the concluding 
Article, with the late fpeeches of a cer- 
tain “ Illuftrious Band,” in both Houles 
of Parliament. , 
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ARTICLES of ConrepzraTion and 

_ perPeTuaL Union, entered into by the 
Detecates of the feveral Colonies of 
New Hampsnire, MassacnuseTts, &c, 
~&c. &c. &c. &c. &c. &c. &c. &c. &c. 
in General Congrefs met at PHILADEL-. 
puia, May roth, 1775. 3 


% Rt RR eT er ee 
peewHT E name of this Confederacy fhall henceforth be 
T The United Colonies of North America. 


Heit (mw avons 
The United Colonies hereby feverally enter into a 
firm League of Friendfhip with each other, binding 
oR 
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en themfelves and their pofterity, for their common 
defence againft their enemies, for the fecurity of their 
liberties, and properties, the fafety of their perfons and 
families, and their mutual and general wellare. 


Til. ' »3 . 
That each Colony fhall enjoy and retain as much 
as it may think fit of its own prefemt laws,. cuftoms,, 
rights, privileges, and peculiar jurifd:ctions, within its» 
own limits; and may amend its own conftitution, as 

fhall feem bef to its owa Aflembly or Convention, 


IV. 

That for the more convenient management of general 
interefts, Delegates fhall be elected annually in each. 
Colony, to meet in General Congrefs, at fach time and 
place as fhall be agreed on in the next preceding Con- 
grefs, Only where particular circumftances do not 
make a deviation neceflary, it is underitood to bea rale, 
That each fucceeding Congreis is to be held in a diffe- 
rent Colony, till the whole number be gone through, 
and fo in perpetua) rotation ; and that accordingly, the 
next Congrefs after the prefent fhall be held at Anna- 
polis,.in Maryland. . ; 
ee : 

“That the power and duty of the Congrefs fhall extend 
to the determining on war and peace, the entering in- 
to alliances, the reconciliation with Great Brita, the 
fettling all difputes between Colony and Colony, if any 
fhould arife, and the planting new Colonies where pro-. 
per. The Congrefs fhall alfo make fuch general ordi- 
nances thought neceffary to the general welfare, of 
which particular affemblies cannot be competent, viz. 
thofe that may relate to our general commerce or ge- 
neral currency, to the eftablifhment of pofts, the regu-- 
lation of our common forces: the Congrefs fhall alfo- 
have the appointment of all Officers civil and military — 
appertaining to the General Confederacy, fuch. as Ge~ 
neral ‘Treafurer, Secretary, &c, &c. &c.. 


Vi. 
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VI. 

“All charges of wars, and all other general expences 
tte be incurred for the common welfare, fhall be de- 
frayed out of a common treafary, which is to be fup- 
plied by each Colony, in proportion to its number of 


~ male polls between 16 and 60 years of age: the taxes 


for paying that proportion are to be laid and levied 
by the laws of each Colony, 


VIL. 
The number of Delegates to be elected,/and fent 


to. the Congrefs by each Colony, fhall be regulated, 


from time to time, by the number of fuch polls return- 
ed; fo as that one Delegate be allowed for every 
5000 polls. And the Delegates are to bring with them 
to every Conerefs, an authenticated return of the 
number of polls in their refpeétive Colonies, which is 
tobe taken for the purpofes above-mentioned. 


Vill. 

At every meeting of the Congrefs, one half of the 
Members returried, exclufive of Proxies, fhall be ne- 
ceflary to make a quorum; and each Delegate at the 
Congrefs fhall have a vote in all cafes; and, if neceffa- 
rily abfent, fhall be allowed to appoint any other De- 
legate from the fame Colony to be his Proxy, who 
dnay vote for him. fr ) 


An Executive Council fhall be appointed by the 
Congrefs out of their own body, confifting of 12 per- 
fons, of whom, in the firft appointment, one third, 
viz. four, fhall be for one. year, four for two years, 
and four for three. years; and as the faid terms expire, 


the vacancies fhall be filled up by appointments for 


three years, whereby one-third of the Members will be 


ehanged annually ; and each pcrfon who has ferved the 
fame term of three years as Counfellor, fhall have a re- 
fpite of three years, before hecan be elected again. 
This Council, of whom two-thirds fhall be a quorum, 


“Gn the recefs of the Congrefs, is to execute what fhall 


have been enjoined thereby ; to manage ithe General 


Continental ° 
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} tions from foreign countries, to prepare matters for the 
confideration of the Congrefs, to fill up, pro tempore, 

‘ Continental Offices that fall vacant, and to draw on 

the General Treafurer for fuch monies as may be ne- 

ceflary for general fervices, and appropriated by the 


e 


Kongrefs to fuch fervices. 


: ay 
No Colony fhall engage in an offenfive war with 
any nation of Indians, without the confent of the Con- 
grefs, or great Council above mentioned, who are fir 
to confider the juftice and neceflity of fuch war. 


WE 

"A perpetual alliance offenfive and defenfive is to be 

a entered into, as fooaas may, with the Six Nations ; 

\) ae their limits afcertained, and to be fecured to them ; 
hl ae their lands not to be encroached on, nor any private or 
1) au Colony purchafe to be made of them hereafter to be 
) ee held good, nor any contra& for lands to be made, “but 
between the great Council of the Indians at Onoadega 
and the General Congrefs. The boundaries and 
lands of all the other Indians thall alfo be afcertained 
and fecured to them in the fame manner; and perfons 
appointed to rélide among them in proper Diftricts, 
who fhall take care to prevent injuftice in the trade 
with them; and be enabled at our General ex- 
pence, by occafional {mall fupplies, to relieve their per- 
fonal wants and diltrefles, and all purchafes from them, 
fhall be by the Congrefs, for the general advantage 
and benefit of the United Colonies. | | 


. 


5 XII. i 3 
As all new inftitations may have imperfections, 
which only time and experience can difcover, it 1s, 


tion as may be found neceflary, which being approved 

j by a majority of the Colony Affemblies, fhall be equaliy. 

’ binding with the reit of the Articles of this Confede> 
_  Fatlom. 
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Gontinental bufinefs and interefts, to receive applica 


agreed, that the General Congrefs, from time to, 
time, fhall propofe fuch amendments of this conftitus 
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Any and every Colony from Great Britain upon the 
“Continent of North America, not at prefent engaged 
in our Affociation, may, upon application and join- 
ing the faid Affociation, be received into the Confes 
deration, viz, Quebec, St. John’s, Nova Scotia, Ber- 
mudas, and the Eaft and Wett Florida’s, and fhall there. 
upon be entitled to al! the advantages of our union, 
mutual affiftance, and commerce. 

Thefe Articles fhall be propofed to the feveral Pro- 
vincial Conventions or Affemblies, to be by them con- 
fidered ; and, if approved, they are advifed to empower 
their Delegates to agree and ratify the fame in the en- 
fuing Congrefs ; after which the union thereby eftablith- 
ed is to continue firm, till the terms of reconciliation 
propofed in the Petition of the laft Congrefs to the King 
are agreed to; till the Adts, fince made, reftraining 
the American commerce and fifheries, are repealed ; till 
reparation is made for the injury done to Botton by 
fhutting up its ports; for burning Charleftown, and 
for the expence of this unjuft war; and till all the 
Britifh troops are withdrawn from America. On the 
arrival of thefe events, the Colonies are to return to their 
former conneGtions and friendfhip with GreatBritain ; 
but on failure thereof, this Confederation 1s to be per- 
petual. 
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WHEREAS it hath pleafed God to blefs thefe Coun- 
ries with a moft plentiful harveft, whereby much 
corn and other provifions can be fpared to foreign 
Nations who may want the fame: 


i 


Refolved, That, after the expiration of fix months 


from the z2oth July inftant, being’ the day appointed by . 


alate A& of Parliament of Great Britain, for reftrain- 


ing the Trade of the Confederate Colonies, all Cuf- 
tom Houfes therein (if the faid Act be not fir repeal- _ 


ed) fhall be fhut up, and all the officers of the fame 
difcharged from the execution of their feveral functions ; 


~ aud 


and declared to be thenceforth open to the fhips of every 
state in Europe that will admit our commerce’ and 
proteét it; who may bring in and expofe to fale, free 
of all duties, their refpective produce and manufactures, 
and every kind of merchandife, excepting Teas, and 
the merchandife of Great Britain, Ireland, and the 
Britifh Weft India Iflands. 


Refolved, That we will, to the utmoft of our power, 
maintain and fupport this freedom of commerce for two 
years certain after its commencement, any reconcilia- 
tion between us and Great Britain notwithftanding, and - 
as much longer beyond that term as the late Acts of 
Parliament for reftraining the commerce and fifheries, 
and difallowing the laws and charters of any of the 
Colonies, fhall continue unrepealed, : 
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your Acquaintance. ‘The 2d Edition corrected, 55. 


The Works of Henry St. John, Lord Vifcount Bo- 


lngbroke, compleat, 11 vols, 8vo, 21. 188. i 
Memoirs 
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Memoirs of the Duke of Sully, Prime Minifter of 
Henry the Great. Containing the Hiftory of the Life 
and Reign of that Monarch, and his own Adminittra- 
tion under him. ‘Tranflated from the French. To 
which is added, the Trial of Ravaillac, for the Mur- 
der of Henry the Great, 4th Edit. in 6 vols. 18s. 


Memoirs of the Cardinal de Retz, containing the 
particulars of his own Life, with the moft fecret Tranf- 
actions of the French Court, and the Civil Wars, tran{- 
lated from the French, with Notes, 4 vols. 12s. 


Plutarch’s Lives. ‘Tranflated from the Greek ; with 
Notes Explanatory and Critical, from Dacier, and 
others ; to which is prefixed, the Life of Plutarch, 
written by Dryden, 8 vols. ‘Twelves, 11. 4s 


Reflections on the Rife and Fail of the Ancient Re. 
publics, adapted to the prefent State of Great-Britain, 
By Edward Wortley Montague, Efq; the 3d Edition, 
with Additions and Correétions. 55. 


The Hiftory ‘of England, from the earlieft Accounts 
of Time to the Death of George the Second, adorned 
with Heads elegantly engraved. By Dr. Goldfmith, 
avols. 11. 4s. 


An Abridgement of the above Book by Dr. Gold- 
fmith, adorned with Cuts, for the Ufe of Schools. 
3s. 6d. 


The Parliamentarv or Conftitutional Hiftory of En- 
gland, from the earlieft Time to the Reftoration of K. 
Charles Il. Collected from the Records, the Rolls of 
Parliament, the Journals of both Houies, the public 
Libraries, original MSo. fcarce Speeches and ‘l'ratts. 
All compared with the feveral contemporary Writers, and 
connected throughout with the Hiftory of theTimes. With 
a good Index. By feveral Hands, 24. vols. 8vo. 71. 75. 


The Hiftory of England, from the Invafion of Julius 
Cefar to the Revolution in 1688. By David Hume, 
Efg. 8 vols. t 2l. 8s. 
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The Hitory of England, from the Acceffion of 
Janies I. to the Elevation of the Houfe of Hanover. By. 


Catherine Macaulay, 5 vols. 11. 108 


The Hiftory of “Scotland, during the Reigns of 
Queen Mary, and of King James VI. till the Acceffion 
to the Crown of England, with a Review of the Scottifh 
Hiftory previous to that~ Period ; and an Appendix, 
containing Original Papers. In 2 vols. By William 
Robertfon, D. D. a new Edition, 12s. 


The Hifory of the Reign of the Emperor Charles V. 
with a View of the Progrefs of Society in Europe, from, 
the Subverfion of the Roman Empire to the Begmning 
of the fixteenth Century. By William Robertfon, D. D. 
4 vols, 8vo. adorned with Frontifpieces, new: Edition.’ 
Bhtasaod | 
_- The Hiftory of the Life of Nader Shah, King of 

Perfa ; with an Introduétion, containing a Defcrip-~ 
tion of Afia, anda fhort Hiftory of Perfia, from the 
earlieft. Times to the prefent Century. By William 
Jones, Efg. 6s. ; | 


The Roman Hiftory, from the Foundation of the 


City of Rome to the Deilruction of the Weftern Empire. 
By Dr. Goldfmith, 2 vols. 125. ? 4 


The Grecian Hiftory from the earlieft Date to the 
Death of Alexander the Great. By Dr. Goldfmith,. 
aVols. 12% ©) | re! w 

A Diétionary of Ancient Geography, explaining the: 
Local Appellations in Sacred, Grecian, and Roman 
Hiftory, exhibiting the Extent of Kingdoms and Situ- 
dtion of Cities, &¢. &c. By Alexander Macbean, M. Ac 
vervod. ‘a : 3 pay 

An Eeclefiaftical Hiftory, Antient and Modern, from. 
the Birth of Chrift. to the Beginning of the prefent 
Century. In which the Rife, Progrefs, and Variations. 
of Church Power are confidered, in their Connection 


with the State of Learning and Philofophy, and the 
Oi political 
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political Hiftory of Europe, during that Period. . By 


the late learned John Lawrence Mofheim, D, D. Tran- ' 


flated, and accompanied with Notes and Chronological 
Tables.’ By Archibald Maclaine, D. D. Tothewhole 
is added, an accurate Index. ‘The 2d Edition, corre&- 
ed and improved by ‘additional Notes, and feveral Ap- 
pendixes, 5 vols. 11. 10s. : 


The Jewith Spy. Being a Philofophical, Hiftorical 
and Critical Correfpondence, by Letters, which lately 
paffed between certain Jews in lurky, Italy, France, 
&c. Tranflated from the Originals into French. By the 
Marquis D’Argens. And now done into Englifh. The 
2dEdition. In 5 vols. 15s. 


Obfervations on Mount Vefuvius, Mount Attna, and 
other Volcanos, in a Series of Letters addreffed to the 
Royal Society, from Sir William Hamilton, Knight of 
the Bath, F.. R. S.. To which are added, Explanatory 
Notes, by the Author, hitherto unpublifhed, Illuftrated 
with Plates, 3d Edition. 4s. 6d. 


A Tour through Sicily and Malta, Ina Series of 
Letters to William Beckford, Efq. of Somerly in Suf- 
folk, from P. Brydone, fF. R.S. 2 vols. illuftrated with 
a Map. 3d Edition. 12s. . 3 


“A Tour Through the Northern Parts of Europe. By 
M. Wraxall, jun. Efq. 2d. Edition. 6s. . 
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